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Notes on Open Letters : 
Is the Surrendered Life Lazy? . 
Was Isaac an Allegory? . . 
Carnivorous Animals and the Bible's Claim ‘ 
From a Veteran Pastor's Pravers . . POs SF 
Behind War's Screen in Bible Lands. By William T. 
Ellis, LL.D ae 
-School Victories in “ Everyland.”” By Frank L. 
Carey Bonner, and Marion Lawrance. . 
Why This ‘Trail-Hitter Bought Overalls. By the Rev. Al- 
bert C. Fulton . 
What “No Advantages" Did for These Two Schools. By 
Hazel Lorimer and Annie Taylor. . . ‘ 
oy McFadden’s Heart-Test. By Lulu Linton . ee 
neral Lesson Helps. .... cy nn 
For Family Worship By the Rev. Joseph WwW. Kemp ; 13 
Books ‘hat Are ‘North Knowing. . 7 
Can You Answer ‘Lhese Questions ? By, 
ville, Jr. . 
The Young People’ s Pre ayer N Mee ting. By Robert E. =. Speer, 
Bor Children at Home . . 
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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: ‘hey shall hunger uo more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any heat 
for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, 
and shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life; and God shall 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.—Rev. 7 : 16, 17 


1. January 2.—The Ascending Lord . Acts tr: u-1% 
2. eet 9.—The Coming of the Holy Spirit . . Acts 2 }-1-13 
3- January 16.—Peter’s Sermon at rhs 9 ape Acts 2: 14747 
. Jandary 23.—The Spirk of Life. . om. 8 :.12-30 
. January 30.—The Laine Man Leaping sd Acts, 3 
. February 6.—The Boldness of Peter and John . . . Acts 4: 1-38 
. February 13.—-Humbied and Exalted . Phil. 2: 1-21 
. February 20.—The Christian Brotherhood at Jeru u- 
salem (Temperance Lesson)... . Acts 4: 
. febreary 27.—The Seven Helpers... . 
March 5. Tite Death of Stephen . 

. March r2.—Heroes‘and Martyrs of Faith 
. March 19.—Philip and'the Ethiopian -. ‘ 
March 26.—Review : The Great Multitude . 


:32to 5:16 
~« . Acts'6 
.. Acts 2:1 to 8:3 
Heb. 11: t to 12:2 

Acts 8 : 26-40 
. Read Rev. 7: 9-17 
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Joy-Giving Strains 
By Julia A. Robinson 


These yerses were suggested by the picture of ** The 
Hermit,’’ by Arnoln Racklin, in the Berlin Gallery 


A HERMIT stood with his violin, 

In the light of the early morn, 

And angels gathered round to hear 
The strains of the sacred song. 


I pray my life may be so pure, 
So sweet my song of love, 

That it may please the listening ear 
Of the heavenly choir above. 





Enter Your New Continent! | 

To invade a new continent is as easy for the 
Spirit-led man as to go to his office for the day's 
work. When the early disciples were busy with their 
enormous task in Asia, they were called to leave that 
work and cross the sea into Europe. A writer in 
commenting upon this recently, in ‘the booklet on 
‘*The Leadership of the Spirit,'’ says: «‘ They en- 
tered a new continent; a step that probably would 
not have commended itself to a managing committee 
in Antioch, considering the ufievangelized districts 
yet remaining in Asia."’ Dr. Ellis, in his thrilling 
article on page 3 of this issue, pictures ‘‘a certain 
little man, a watery-eyed Jewish scholar, in travel- 
worn cloak and ,sandals,’’ standing near the entrance 
to the Dardanelles, where warships now hover, and 
looking across from Asia to Europe,—‘‘a greater 
warrior than any who now do devastating duty on the 
same spot."’ Paul could do all things in Christ. So 
can we, in Him. If a Christian shrinks from ventur- 


ing into the new continent where God leads, it is 
because he has forgotten that opiates men are om- 
nipotent. wes fase aiiityin ities aap? ienenes’ 


2 
Testing the Sermon 


A sure test of whether a preacher is $ preaching 
God's word is the presence or absence of miracle 
power at work in his church. For God's word is cer- 
tain to work miracles. ‘*No word from God shall be 
void of power.’’' A writer referring to the secret of the 
success of the Reformation has said: ‘*The power 
which attended the movement was the-power of God 
manifested through the living Word, the sword of the 
Spirit."". And he added : ‘‘ Human philosophy and 
the higher criticism have robbed too many preachers 
of this power. Their messages are too tame to arouse 
the people, too weak to strengthen the people, and 
too vague to guide the people.’’ If our preaching is 
tame, or weak, or vague, it does not get those quali- 
ties from the Word of God. Many sermons would 
not be preached, and many others would be con- 
siderably shortened, if preachers realized that only 
to the extent that the message is a supernatural utter- 
ance from God does it avail. 
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The Miracle of. Joy in Sorrow 

Is it practically possible to be happy while we 
are suffering? Or is this only the futile imagination 
of the visionary? Listen to the answer given by a 
missionary who, when his labors were unusually 
blessed, was stricken with leprosy. The English 
magazine **The Faith and The Flock"’ gives this 
inan's testimony after he was obliged to cease from 
active service and live a life of seclusion and of 
‘‘daily dying.’’. ‘*I thought sometimes that the 
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Lord had forgotten and forsaken me, that He had 
hidden His face from me. But it was not.se, The 
more sorrew.] had to bear, the easier it has become, 
and now I am rejoicing in my Saviour every hour. 
You ask how I am. I have lost my eyesight now and 
my voice ; I have no .feet or ankles; no arms; but 
my heart is far from dead. . I still feel, and long, and 
sympathize. ... / have no doubts in these days, and 
if 1 had my voice I should be singing all the day 
long.’ It takes more than a ‘‘ visionary imagina- 
tion’’ to work this miracle ina man. But the same 
Christ who is accomplishing it triumphantly for him 
can also bring your joy to flood-tide in the midst of 
whatever suffering he asks you to endure, 
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Near-by Power 

Will your kind of Christianity stand close-up ex- 
amination? Or is it the kind of which ‘*distance 
lends enchantment to the view’’? We all know that 
the hardest place in which to be true witnesses for 
Christ is in the home circle. It is easy, somehow, to 
be ‘‘off our guard"’ at home,—but the Devil is never 
off his guard there. Perhaps we expect the home 
folks to make allowances for the weakness of our 
human nature in the home; and yet that isthe place 
of all places where Christ longs to reveal his miracle 
power in us. If we find ourselves most unleying to 
those whom we really love mest, our Christiqnity: is a 
sad failure at a vital testing-place;,and we es t 
possibly do for others outside: the family circle wha 
we might do unless we let him show his power in us ~ 
to those near at hand. © If we would be used in bless- 
ing to ‘‘the uttermost part of the earth,’’ we must let 
that same sort of blessing begin ‘‘in Jerusalem.’ It 
was true on the Day of Pentecost, and it is still true 
to-day, that ‘‘the light which shines farthest shines 
brightest at home." 
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The Fine Art of Taking for Granted 


pe great fraction of all ‘the difficulties and trou- 
bles we bring upon ourselves and others is 
caused by our taking too much for granted. 


Another gre-t fraction arises from our not taking 
enotgli for granted. To take too much for granted is 
carelessness or presumption ; to take too little is pes- 
simism and unbelief.. We are inclined to take too 
much for granted when we deal with unregenerate 
humanity and with the co-operating human forces. 
We take too little for granted in our dealing with 
God and with the people in whom is God's indwell- 
ing life. 

One of the most frequent causes of ill-success is 
the ready belief that because we have started a thing, 
and started it well, it is bound to succeed. ‘* Well 
begun is half done.’* But on the other hand it is 
still half undone; and the proverb needs to be 
matched with another, ‘It is the last step that 
counts.’" The final quarter of the journey is the 
most critical and the most costly. The early part 
was formative, it gave the initial impulse and direc- 
tion, but now the work is to meet other forces which 
will test and try it, which will seek to oppose and de- 
flect. We can not,safely leave it till; so far as in us 
lies, we have seen it through to the end; if we can 
not go with it the whole way, we must go as far as we 
can, and for the residue leave it in the hands of Him 
who has called; us his co-workers, following it with 
Out prayers. . 

How often some householder builds and lights his 
furnace fire, does it very likely in the most approved 
fashion, and then swings off down town, happy in the 
consciousness that his loved ones will be warm and 
comfortable all day ; when in reality they are miser- 
ably shivering because he did not wait to see that 
that fire actually was accomplishing its work! He 


did not reckon the fact that appearances are decep- 
tive. 

The ‘‘hit or miss’’ firing is so common in all our 
work, We sound our call, we plant our seed, we 
start our wireless waves, we discharge our artillery, 
and we assume that somehow they will reach their 
mark, do their work. In religious labor, how often 
it is said with an air of great faith, great assurance, 
‘¢Oh, the word of God is seed ; it can be trusted ; 
plant it ; it will grow.’’ The.word of God 2s living 
and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword ; 
its highest ‘success does depend upon subtle and 
supernatural forces which are not in our control, but 
in the hands of the Giver:of the harvest ; he zs inter- 
ested in bringing to pass a great and abundant yield : 
nevertheless he works with us, and he works accord- 
ing to certain definite laws that he has made regarding 
sowing, growth, and fruitage. We may have, some- 
times, to ‘‘cast the net on the right side of the ship"’ 
with no assignable reason but that it.is his command. 
But with most of our sowing the farming. law holds 
good that no man has a right: to réckon his crop till 
he has it in the barn ; till he has seen it through the 
various stages ; loosened the earth around the shoots 
to let them grow, pushed aside the hindering stones, 
cut away the competing vegetation,. attacked the in- 
sect and fungoid marauders, and stayed by it till «all 
was safely gathered in.’’* ‘‘In due season we: shall 
reap, if we faint not.’’ 

We take for granted that our children are ‘coming 
out all-right.’’ Have we not trained them tip in the 
way they should go, planted seeds of good principles 
and Scripture truth in their minds, stirrounded them 
with the nurture. and admonition of the Lord? We 
will leave it now to the laws of the harvest, or, more 
piously, to God. ‘‘Friend, “#e thy camel and com- 
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mit it to God."’ Scheme, plan, work, pray, agonize, 
that before your eyes, to your own certain knowledge, 
by the converting grace of God these seeds shall be 
brought to germination, and all these things be cul- 
minated, clinched, transformed into actual character 
by a vital religious experience of Jesus Christ. And 
do not take finally for granted even that work of 
grace, though you surround it with all the genial at- 
mosphere of your love and expectancy and prayer, 
until you have seen it settle into shape, and harden 
into strength, and have done your best to mold it 
into Christ's image and imbue it with his own power. 
Right at this point lies the failure of so much of our 
teaching, our training, our evangelism, our church 
and Christian work; they do not bring things to a 
head ; they do not clinch things ; they do not ** fol- 
low up”’ ; they take too much for granted. 

The true teacher, given requisite time and opportu- 
nity, takes little for granted. He knows that if there 
be in his pupil’s mind a fundamental misconception, 
it may vitiate all his teaching; the pupil may not 
only fail to get what the teacher gives, but may be 

etting poison insiead, or transmitting it, altered by 

is misconception, into an explosive compound. The 
teacher therefore uses a mental probe, ‘‘ X-ray,’’ any- 
thing, to discover the contents of his pupil's mind, 
then skilfully inserts the truth, then tests it again and 
again to see that itis there. Assume nothing! Yet 
we constantly assumé a strength in poor human nature 
that it does not possess. 

The mother who does not scrutinize her daughter's 
companionships, who does not know her hours and 
haunts (though she should not have any), who does 
not seek and retain her confidence, who without 
watchfulness has all trust in her daughter's goodness 
and discretion, is exhibiting, not merely the ‘ blind- 
ness of virtue,’’ but a careless and criminal presump- 
tion from which nothing but the ‘* uncovenanted 
mercies of God"’ will avert the penalty of disaster 
and bitterest humiliation. 

But what we can never err in assuming, can never 
take too much for granted, is the love and fidelity and 
purpose and power of God in Christ Jesus. We can 
not assume that we can make rash ventures and ex- 





Is the Surrendered Life Lazy? 


It is good to believe that we may come to the place 
where we are So surrendered to the Lord that self is cruci- 
fied and He will live in our hearts and thus accomplish His 
will. I believe it would be a most restful and happy con- 
litic 
Would there be any danger of a person getting to be a 
lazy Christian who “ rested in the Lord"’ and let Him do 
the work? 

Just how shall one pray who has reached that condi- 

? 

"er years I have thought much on this subject, and it is 

the desire of my heart to be able to live the Victorious Life 

every day.—AN OHIO READER. 

** What are you doing now?"’ asked an eminent 
pastor and Bible teacher of a friend as he sat beside 
him in the train. 

** Nothing,’’ was the answer. 

«+ Letting Him do it all?’’ 

*¢ That's it,’’ his friend responded. 

The man who answered that he was doing nothing 
and letting the Lord do it all is at the head of a Bible 
Institute extension work in a large city, and teaches 
twenty-two Bible classes each week in addition to his 
activities that are not in the regular schedule. 

A Christian who is resting in the Lord has no de- 
sire, and would find no opportunity, to be lazy. And 
a lazy Christian would never find the rest he is look- 
ing for ‘‘in the Lord.’’ For the Lord is the Great 
Worker. And he is eager to carry on his ceaseless 
activities through lives that are yielded wholly to him. 

In the Victorious Life all sef activities cease. The 
life is set free for true service. The Victorious Life 
eliminatés all waste effort. It does away with the 
friction of all anxiety and worry. It enables the 
Christian to know what is the good and perfect and 
acceptable will of God. The Victorious Life is the 
life that is ‘+ adjusted"’ to his will. 

When a Christian ‘does nothing,’’ and lets Christ 
«do it all,"’ this is not the end of his activity ; it is 
the beginning. Every power that God has given him, 
every moment of the day that God has given him, is 
to be used to its utmost for the God-appointed serv- 
ice. The old way was to go ahead with all the strength 
we knew how to use, and ask God to keff us. The 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers « 











pect his rescue ; nor that we can push our ventures 
part way and expect him to bring them to perfection 
when we do not stay by them ; nor have we any right 
to think that his willingness and love and power will 
necessarily obediently follow just the channels our 
wish or imagination has laid out for them. All 
these things are really ‘tempting God’’ jn one way 
or another, a presumption which only his great love 
can save from penalty, and which it does not always 
so save. But wecan reckon with a serene assurance, 
which no outward signs or storms and no inward fears 
can drive or steal away, that he can ‘-do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think,’’ that his 
will toward us is omnipotent good will, and that **to 
them that love God all things work together for. good, 
even to them that are called according to his pur- 
pose.’ We can never trust too confidently in Aim. 
When we work, when we battle. for the right, when 
we suffer, when we reel back in seeming defeat, when 
we seem most utterly alone, some things are abso- 
lutely sure: ‘‘He is’’ ; ‘* He is a rewarder of them 
that seek after him’’ ; ‘Lo, I am with you always."’ 

Armed with this fine art, we shall not expect too 
much of the forces of nature and humanity, and so 
do too little for and with them. We shall not tread 
with too confident a foot on the poor weak bridge of 
unaided human nature, and so doom ourselves to 
many a bitter disappointment and load it with a bur- 
den it cannot bear. But we will reckon in and build 


upon the best things in those in whom Christ clearly 
And we will be very sure of God. . - «: 


dwells. 





new way is to be an instrument so yielded to God that 
his supernatural activity may_ pour through the in- 
strument. . 

How shall one pray who rests in the Lord and lets 
him do the work? He will pray without ceasing. 
For he will be living the prayer life, which is Christ. 
Prayer with Christ was a ceaseless activity, for it was 
the life of the Spirit flowing through him. And to-day 
the only true prayer is the Spirit-begotten prayer. A 
Christian who agonizes in prayer and thus fellowships 
in the sufferings of Christ has gotten as far as he con- 
ceivably can from being a ‘‘lazy Christian.’’ Yet 
how he would shrink from suggesting that this pray- 
ing was Ais activity or work. No, it is God working 
in and through his yielded vessel. 

This earnest reader whtse heart's desire is. to be 
able to live the Victorious Life is at this moment able 
to receive the Victorious Life. For that Life is Christ 
himself, and is a gift. The gift must first be accepted 
through faith, and then begins a new life of service 
and activity, to be lived always by faith,—and ever 
reaching out after higher things. 


a 
Was Isaac an Allegory ? 


Ina recent sermon the pastor spoke of the Old ‘Testament 
story of Abraham offering Isaac in sacrifice as an allegory, 
and for proof quoted Galatians 4: 24 [‘' Which things 
contain an allegory ; for these women are two covenants, 
one from Mount Sinai, bearing children unto bondage, 
which is Hagar’’]. 

Was he right? I have always supposed the story of 
Abraham and Isaac to be a literal one, and I should un- 
derstand the allegory consisted of Paul's words—in regard 
to the twa covenants, which he likens to Sarah and Hagar. 
—A ‘TRUTH SEEKER. ; : 


The experiences of Sarah and Hagar, and of their 
sons Isaac and Ishmael, contain an allegory. But 
Sarah and Hagar and their sons' were real people. 
And the covenants are real, too. The allegory‘that 
their experiences contain does not affect :the reality of 
those experiences. 

Abraham in offering up Isaac prefigured in a mar- 
velous way the Father's offering of Christ, the Lamb 
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slain from the foundation of the world. And Abra- 
ham also anticipated, in that far-off day, the faith in 
God’s resurrection power that lies at the foundation 


’ of the Christian's hope. Abraham's name shines 


brightest in the Faith Roll of immortals recorded in 
~Hebrews 11 because he really did offer up his only 
begotten son. And the inspired writer -tells why 
Abraham was able to do this strange thing. It was 
not a reflection of the heathen practises about him, 
He offered Isaac because God told him to do so, 
‘* accounting that God is able to raise up, even from 
the dead; from whence he did also in a figure receive 
him back"’ (Heb. 11 : 19). 

The only figurative part of Abraham's offering was 
that God did not permit it to proceed to the awful 
reality of death and resurrection, —which He did per- 
mit in the case of his own beloved Son. 

To call Bible facts allegories is the first step toward 
questioning the reality of the great Fact toward which 
all the others point, —Christ come in the flesh, cruci- 
fied and resurrected, God's sacrifice for man’s sin. 
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Carnivorous Animals 
and the Bible’s Claim 


In your reply to “‘ A Dean of a College, Kansas"’ (Sep- 
tember 18, 1915), regarding the origin of carnivorous ani- 
mals and biblical authority therefor, it strikes me, to use 
a phrase of Lyman Abbott in the Outlook, that ‘‘ It is not 

. wise to claim for it [the Bible] more than it claims for 
itself, and what it claims for itself is that it is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.”’ 

It is inconceivable to an evolutionist that carnivorous 
animals resulted from the sin of man,—or sin which was 
in the world before man... . 

It has always satisfied my intelligence to consider that 
the Bible was not intended as a book of natural science, 
and that references to such matters were merely .a record- 
ing of theories or beliefs accepted at the time of writing ; 
but such as can be used as bases for moral teaching, just 
as Christ drew upon all subjects for teaching in parables. 
To quote again from Dr. Abbott: ‘‘ If you will use the 
Bible in the spirit of... its teaching respecting the laws 
of life, for its reproof of an evil spirit and evil habits, for 
its usefulness in pointing out practical ways of correcting 
what is evil, and for the light which it throws on the ever 
new problem how to live a right life, you will find in the 
results the evidence that it is, not indeed al] that the 

‘Church has-sometimes claimed for it, but all that it claims 
for itself..'—A WASHINGTON, D. C., SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

., SUPERINTENDENT. 

There is no verse that claims for the Bible merely 
that it is ‘‘ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, . for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness,’’ There 
is a verse that says ‘‘ Every Scripture is God-breathed, 
and is profitable, etc.'’ If we accept the second part 
of this verse but interpret it to mean that references 
to. natural science in the Bible are merely a recording 
of theories or beliefs accepted at the time of writing, 
must we believe that the God-breathed Word told false- 
hoods about natural science, and revealed truth e- 
garding moral teaching? 

If this were the case, how can we be sure that the 
moral teachings themselves are not a reflection of 
theories and beliefs accepted at the time of writing ? 
This, indeed, is exactly the view that the modern 
evolutionary theory of the Bible requires, and boldly 
proclaims. The Old Testament, which, although it 
is not intended as a book of natural science, has many 
references that bear on scientific matters, contains 
the sacred writings that Timothy knew from a child 
and which were able to make him wise unto salvation. 
Are we to believe that these writings, which holy men 
of old spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, 
are full of the false theories of men that were held in 
their day? Shall we believe that the Old Testament 
is not only deficient in science, but is deficient also 
in morality ? 

It is just as impossible for a thoroughgoing evolu- 
tionist to believe in the fall of man as it is to believe 
that the animals that were on earth with Adam and 
Eve before they sinned did not eat the flesh of other ani- 
mals. But if the Bible has made a mistake about the 
fall of man, —‘‘that abominable doctrine of the Chris- 
tian Church,’’ as a university professor once bitterly 
called it,—then the Bible is utterly worthless as a 
document ‘‘profitable for doctrine, for reproot, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.’’ For all 


. of that teaching from Genesis to Revelation, all of that 


instruction in righteousness, is built directly on the fact 
that man has fallen and is a guilty sinner whe needs 
salvation, needs to be set right again. The literal 
meaning of the word ‘‘correction’’ in this verse in 2 
Timothy is ‘‘restoration to a right state,"’ 

Let us remember that the written Word as it was 


_ Originally given by God through men is a revelation of 


the living Word, that like Him it has its true human 
and its true divine element, and that like Him it is 
free from error. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 16 (Acts 2: 14-47) 
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Behind War’s Screen in Bible Lands 


Was the Garden of Eden a primary cause of the war? 





By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 





LL expert students of the world war appear to be 
A a unit in declaring that the titanic conflict will 
be settled within the Turkish Empire. That is 
another way of saying that the supreme military strug- 
gle of the centuries will fight its decisive battles within 
Bible lands. 

For months the march of the war has steadily been 
toward sacred soil. Other battle-fronts have dimin- 
ished in importance, while the alignment in the storied 
regions about the Mediterranean has grown more tense 
and critical. One or two experts have even ventured 
to declare that the final battle will be in Syria itself, 
where Djemal Pasha's great army, —more than twenty- 
five thousand strong,—is the one best unit of the 
Turkish host. Should the Allies join battle in Pales- 
tine proper, it might easily be on the storied plain of 
Esdraelon, with the heights of Mt. Carmel, and its 
memories of Elijah and the priests of Baal, looking 
on. Between the plain of Esdraelon and the plain 
ot Sharon stands Megiddo, where the excavators have 
found fortifications dating back two millenniums be- 
fore the Christian era ; and where, according to the 
vision of the Apocalypse, the last great battle of Arma- 
geddon is to be fought. 

God has suddenly reversed the apparent verdict of 
centuries concerning the Promised Land. For nearly 
a thousand vears Palestine has been passed by in the 
march of events. Interest in it has been merely sen- 
timental. It has been the objective of pilgrims and 
and travelers. It has beer no active factor in world 
politics since the Crusades. For, lo, these many cen- 
turies Palestine has been in the back-water of the cur- 
rent of the times. 


Palestine the World’s Meeting-Place 

It was not so in former days. Every student of the 
Bible is aware that Canaan in its time was the center 
of the then known world. Archeologist and historian 
have united to demonstrate this profoundly significant 
truth. The Chosen People were placed at the’ cross- 
roads of the earth. All empires converged in that 
little strip of land, about the size of the state of New 
Jersey. There the various civilizations of antiquity 
impinged. To every reverent student of history it 
was a clear providence which caused the full revela- 
tion by Jehovah to be made on this particular spot. 
Everybody understands that the one place of all 
places for God to appear in the person of a Christ, 
comprehensible to East and West, was 
at this meeting of the ways, whence His 


Will. the decisive battle of the war be fought at 
Armageddon? That this is an altogether possible 
outcome is not a suggestion based on a study of 
Bible prophecies. Palestine is being thrust into the 
very center of the whirlpool of war, and the atten- 
tion of thousands who know little or nothing of the 
Bible is- being. riveted on places that have been made 
immortal by the Book that contains God’s revela- 
tion to men. Dr. Ellis’ article, which follows in a 
fascinating way the progress of the war from one to 
another of these sacred places, is the first of a new 
series from his pen on Armenia’s fearful martyrdom 
and its ancient and modern background. 








est in Bible lands, let us go back to the earlier news 
of the war, which, like the iron pointer of Mars, the 
world’s new schoolmaster, directed all minds back 
to Bible places. A suggestion for those persons who 
would be best informed and most up-to-date on the 
war news is that the Bible maps are the clearest inter- 
preters of the latest military movements. A chart of 
Paul's missionary journeys from the back of our Bibles 
is a better exposition of what is going in the Balkans 
and Turkey than most newspaper maps. 

Early the war carried men’s interest back to the 
Garden of Eden. I do not here allude to the many 
recent despatches in the daily press concerning the 
fighting at the Garden of Eden, by which is meant 
Karna, at the junction of the Tigris and Euphrates. 
While Karna, a luxuriant spot, which no traveler who 
has ever seen it will ever forget, is spoken of in many 
modern books as the site of the Garden of Eden, the 
informed traveler knows that the confluence of the 
Tigris and the Euphrates a few thousand years ago 
was far higher up than it is now. The detritus of the 
two rivers has been steadily shifting their junction 
point farther south toward the Persian Gulf. Nor by 
the Garden of Eden would I mean Hit, farther up the 
Euphrates, where Sir William Willcox locates the 
home of our first parents, I rather have in mind that 
whole general region extending from above Hit to below 
Babylon and even below Ur of the Chaldees. Some- 
where on this great plain was the cradle of the race. 
Now on this spot the British expedition from India 
has been fighting fiercely with the Turkish army of 


defense for more than a vear. The Arabs are a great 
problem for both sides, even as they were in Uzziah's 
day. 

This one fertile spot—now a desert—which we may 
call the Garden of Eden, is a primary factor in the 
war. No; Ido not mean this because it was there 
the human race began, or because it was there that 
Adam and Eve sinned. My reason for making this 
place a basic cause of the war is more modern than 
that ; for the Bagdad Railway, striking down into the 
Garden of Eden, and giving control of the Persian 
Gulf and of the agricultural and mineral lands adja- 
cent thereto, has been a stake at issue in the diplo- 
matic struggles which preceded and caused the war. 

While the murder of the Austrian heir-apparent 
may have been the occasion of the war, it was very 
much less the cause of the war than conditions in this 
Garden of Eden region. The great oil fields across 
the Gulf of Persia, in the neighborhood of the home 
of the prophet Daniel, were an immediate factor in 
sending the British ships and soldiers rushing up from 
India to guard the huge storage tanks at Mohamme- 
rah ; for to these Britain looks for the fuel supply of 
her new navy. The engineering work that has been 
done in the Willcox Mesopotamian Reclamation 
Scheme has also been a prize for which the warring 
nations contended before ever they went to war. So 
the Bible student will keep his eye on the Garden 
of Eden, the new gateway to India and Persia, if he 
would understand the march of events in our per- 
plexing day. 


Aeroplanes and Armies in Changeless Sinai 
If war's finger points back to the place of man's 
beginning, with equally dramatic touch it also indi- 
cates the place of man’s second chance ; for Mount 
Ararat early figured in the news dispatches. At its 
foot Russians and Turks fought a great battle, with 
Persian complications. Mt. Ararat, with its crown of 
snow, is one of the landmarks of the war; for here 
the territory of three great nations meets—Persia, 
Turkey, and Russia. Each of them is to-day an in- 
ternational problem, and as we see them all leaning 
against Mt. Ararat, we conclude that the Ark rested 
on a spot of perpetual importance. When we turn 
our eyes thither we see rising the reek of blood and 
ruin, of martyrdom and persecution, in Urumia and 
Van, and the whole adjacent region. 
As if it were picking out the high spots 





story could easily be borne everywhere. 

In a thousand books and in ten thou- 
sand sermons it has been pointed out 
why, in the high strategy of heaven, 
Canaan should be selected as the Prom- 
ised Land tor the Chosen People: be- 
cause central to Egypt, to Greece, to 
Rome, to Persia, and to Babylon. The 
major caravan routes and the military 
highways crossed one another there. All 
that peculiar historical preparation was 
made on this one small strip of land for 
the crowning event of time : the appear- 
ance of Christ. The truth that history 
and geography are but the handmaidens 
of God has no better vindication than the 
unique position of Palestine in the ancient 
world, 

Now, even while we rub our eyes and 
look in wonder, the major currents of life 
have swept back again, after these many 
centuries, to the little land we call 
‘*Holy.’’ Once more Bible lands are 
the center of the world stage. The war 
is to be settled, not in Flanders nor in 
France, not on the western nor on the 
Russian front, nor in the Caucasus ; but 
in the region every foot of which is 
within the scope of the Bible story. 
Here we have a condition worthy of 
most careful study by every reverent ob- 
server of the times, and every diligent 
student of the Book which still is more 
important than the daily newspaper. 

Before taking up further what is in- 
volved in the new concentration of inter- 





S WAR’S finger is pointing the world back to Bible lands, 

millions in the Sunday-schools of the world are fixing their 
attention upon the Bible books that bear most directly on these 
overwhelming events of our own day. 


No teacher should attempt to make clear the campaigns and 
work of Paul, as recorded in the Acts, without linking them up 
with the campaigns and events of this other war of the twentieth 
century. This first article of a new series by Dr. Ellis may well 
be kept before the teacher as a sidelight on the coming lessons. 


But beyond all other of the events that draw startled attention 
to the Cradle of the Race, to Palestine, to Sinai and Egypt, to all 
the lands where Turkey’s dread influence is felt,—the Christian 
world is concerned most just now with Armenia's fearful martyrdom. 


Who are the Armenians? Why is it this people who are 
bowing under the worst persecution in all the blood-stained annals 
of the centuries? What has been their position in Turkey ? 
How truly Christian are they > What is their relation to the 
apostolic church of the Acts? What has been their history as a 
nation > What does the future hold for them > 


These are some of the questions that Dr. Ellis’ articles will 
seek to answer, and probably no journalist of the world is better 
qualified: to-speak on this subject from first-hand knowledge, and 


frem intimate touch with present sources of information. 


in the history of the human race for the 
re-enactment of dramatic scenes, we find 
the war also laboriously crossing the 
desert of Mt, Sinai. The Mountain of 
the Law has been captured by the expe- 
dition which went down to Suez last year, 
and from its height we can see the British 
fleet bombarding Akaba, the modern 
Turkish town which stands where Solo- 
mon built his navy, and where Uzziah 
won his victory for Judah. 

Last year’s expedition by the Turks 
for the ‘‘deliverance'’ of Egypt is still 
in the public mind, but the greater ex- 
pedition of the present winter may have 
got on to the wires before this article is 
printed. Yes, Egypt, so long somnolent, 
is once more in the limelight, and a fac- 
tor of prime importance in world politics 
and strife, 

Weare a bit bewildered as we contem- 
plate for one instant the Turkish troops 
on the desert of Sinai, while the next 
instant our thought goes back to the 
slow march of the Hebrew exiles en route 
to Canaan. . The British aeroplanes fly- 
ing jauntily over the Turkish camp, and 
over the scenes of the trials of the chil- 
dren of Israel, seem an anachronism on 
this changeless desert. Certainly the war 
news from the mountain where man first 
heard the thunders of divine law affords 
a thrilling opportunity to fix the geo- 
graphical reality of Sinai upon the 
minds of youth. Newspaper clippings 
and the Pentateuch could go well to- 
gether these days. There are coinci- 
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dences as well as contrasts ; for it was the same sort 
of transportation and commissariat problems that 
Moses knew which drove back the Turks in conster- 
nation from last vear’s futile expedition to the Suez 
Canal. Many persons think of these events as being 
in the Bible, but not on present-day maps. We have 
had rare opportunity to vivify Old Testament study 
by the help of the present war's red glare. 

Sweeping up over the Land—and there is only one 
place on the globe's surface that is sufficiently de- 
scribed by the simple phrase ‘‘the Land’’—we find 
modern military garrisons at Jerusalem, Damascus, 
and at Nablus, the ancient Shechem in Samaria, 
These old places are new centers of world activity. 
There is nothing legendary about the names that 
figure so prominently ‘n the Bible. All the accom- 
paniments of war are to-day found in these cities, even 
as of old. The rights of innocents are impaired, and 
neutrals—including Americans—are suffering hard- 
ships. Swift military punishment is being visited 
upon offenders and supposed offenders. The eco- 
nomic difficulties that follow in the wake of war have 
been worse for the land in the past year than the 
recent visit of locusts which so impoverished the 
farmers, 

German and Turkish officers are to-day quarreling 
in the streets of the cities where rival Jews contended 
three thousand years ago, and where the Man of 
Peace from Nazareth was a cause of discussion and 
strife nineteen centuries ago. British and French 
and Russian and Italian prisoners, yes, and Ameri- 
cans, too, have languished in jail where Hebrews 
were prisoners to the Syrians, If we superimpose 
the new war maps upon our old Bible maps, we may 
see how strangely the centuries are returning in a 
circle to meet again on this soil sacred to great 
events, 

Removing our eyes for the moment from Palestine 
proper to consider the latest war news we are re- 
minded that for months past a particular center of 
military activity has been at the Dardanelles, that 
fifty-mile narrow strip of water which connects the 
Sea of Marmora with the A-gean Sea. 


The Real Hero of the Dardanelles 


‘+ But what has the Dardanelles ‘to’ do with the 
Bible?’’ some Sunday-school boy may: ask. ‘It ‘is 
scarcely possible that any teacher has failed to point 
out, in his interpretation of, the times and the Bible, 
the fact that, transcending in romantic interests. the 
feats of Leander and Byron and Xerxes and Alexan- 
der on the Dardanelles, or the wars of Troy, or the 
other heaped-up events of classical history which 
were enacted along this strip of water—anciently 
named the Hellespont, and which we now call the 
Dardanelles—was that unnoted day when a certain 
little man, a watery-eyed Jewish scholar, in travel- 
worn cloak and sandals, stood on the shores of this 
same water at a place then called Troas, near the 
western entrance to the Dardanelles, — where the 
Allies’: warships now hover,—and looking across from 
Asia to Europe, coveted what he saw for his Christ. 
That traveler saw a vision of a man in. Macedonia 
crying, ‘*Come over to Macedonia and help us !"’ 
Scholars have rated that incident, unnoticed at the 
time, as one of the critical dates in the history of the 
world, for it gave Christianity to Europe. 

So whenever we read of the Dardanelles, or of the 
Balkans, we are bound to think of Paul, a greater 
warrior than any who now do devastating duty on the 
same spot. The day's dispatches from Salonika re- 
mind us that this is none other than the city of Thes- 
salonica, to whose citizens Paul wrote two of the 
letters that are in our New Testament. Thessalonica 
of old, as is the Salonika of to-day, was noted for 
the number of its Jews ; and it is from these progress- 
ive Jews that the Young Turk Party has been largely 
recruited and directed. That story, however, will 
carry us too far afield were we to follow it. 

We can only glance at another neighboring spot, 
now in the path of the soldiers ;: ancient Philippi, to 
which Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians. 

While the diplomatists and soldiers tug and tussle 
at Athens, let us not lose sight of a real statesman, 
who, on the Acropolis of that same Athens, laid down 
a truth of universal obligation which abides to this 
day. 

If we follow the wanderings of that tireless traveler 
Paul, to find coincidences with the present scenes of 
the war, our interest will be fully occupied. Each 
day's newspapers give a new point of contact. ‘There 
in his home town of Tarsus—which he boosted ‘like a 
Westerner, declaring that he was a ‘‘citizen of no 
mean city ''—we find the slaughter ef the: Armenians 
under way ; the harassing of American: missionaries ; 
the gathering of Turkish troops ; the fear of an attack 
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by way of the Allied fleet, and all the bustle and ex- 
citement of a new Western railway town. 


Crossing over the northern end of the Mediterranean 


to Paul's later home, Antioch, which he .made the 
center of a missionary campaign that dwarfs into in- 
significance the present whirlwind tour of the Lay- 


/men’'s Missionary Movement across America, we find 


there the blood-quickening romance of the Armenian 
Christians who resisted unto life, as recently told in 
The Sunday School Times. 

As for old Iconium in the center of Anatolia, where 
Paul was so sorely mobbed, that city—the modern 
Konia—is the center of such woe as the imaginatiun 
cannot picture, with thousands of homeless Armenians 
trying to shelter themselves beneath improvised huts 
and booths and tents, subject daily to starvation, 
disease, abuse and death, all for the Name's sake. 

Then there is Smyrna, St. John’s city, to-day a 
center of military and naval activity, and of persecu- 
tions of Christians. 

It is possible to follow such details as these almost 
indefinitely, but I wish to return for a few closing 
words to the larger present significance of the Bible 
lands, a significance which lies in the general military 
movement directed toward Palestine proper. The 
drift of the war is back to that troubled land which 
has echoed to the tramp of all the conquering armies 
of history. With a new military railway running the 
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length of the land, and with special preparations that 
have been in progress for more than a year, there is 
reason to expect a great battle on that sacred soil. 
Perhaps it will be the conclusion of the war. With 
the Central Powers resolute to win a great victory over 
Egypt, and with Djemal Pasha’s splendid army pre- 
pared to give a good account of itself, with the Rus- 
sians steadily coming down from the Caucasus, the 
British expedition moving slowly up from the Persian 
Gulf, and the Allied fleet ready to transport soldiers 
to any point along the Syrian coast, the most impor- 
tant: military developments are possible. It is by no 
means a fantasy to picture Esdraelon as once more a 
royal battlefield. Wherever in Palestine the fighting 
is joined, the setting will be the most dramatic that 
this old earth could give to a present-day struggle. 

In a large sense we are witnessing a tremendous 
vindication of the strategy of divine Providence. A 
new light streams upon the Book as we see the pivotal 
place which the Land once more occupies. It used 
to be the fashion of corner-store wise men to sneer at 
the Jews and their Promised Land as not worthy of 
attention, and as not at all commensurate with the 
empires of antiquity. Answer has been made to that 
old criticism by the events of the present world war, 
which finds its central theater where God first set the 
stage three thousand years ago. 

SWARTHMORE, Pa, 
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Sunday-School Victories in ‘“ Everyland ” 


World's Sunday-school news nuggets gathered under the direction of 
Frank L. Brown, Carey Bonner, and Marion Lawrance 





What Italian Soldiers Write.—It appears that the 
war has proved a great unifying factor in Italy, and 
that the various Protestant denominations are work- 
ing together in a closer oneness than ever before. 
The work of the Sunday-schools generally is being 
maintained, notwithstanding the terrible difficulties 
and losses. Indeed, many new. schools, are being 
opened, as people hitherto withholding theit children 
are now sending them for religious instruction. 

Sunday-school leaders in Italy are keenly alive to 
the nécessity of keeping in touch with their scholars 
and teachers who have joined the forces, either in the 
army or navy. © Letters and literature are constantly 
passing, the men themselves greatly appreciating 
this, and wherever possible writing back in acknowl- 
edgment. Asailor on board a man-of-war tele- 

aphed to his Sunday-school superintendent at 
Naples telling how he and a comrade had been saved 
from a torpedo attack. 

The superintendent of an Italian school received 
the following message from one of the men who had 
been a worker in the school: ‘‘I am at the front, but 
I feel the presence of my Saviour even in the midst 
of the hottest fire. Good-bye, either here or in celeste 
on etl This is typical of the testimonies constantly 

eing received, showing that the seed sown in the 
Sunday-school is bearing precious fruit. 


Moslems in Sunday-School.—At Cairo, in the midst 
of the Mohammedan quarter, a Sunday-school and 
church center has recently been opened by the 
American Mission. A preaching service was first 
attempted at this popular Moslem center, but this 
was discontinued in favor of the Sunday-school, 
which proves the easiest means of entrance to the 
Moslem home. ; 

At first there were seven pupils. Each week 
others entered until in a few months fifty-eight were 
present, over half of them Moslems. In the men’s 
class of twelve, nine were men who had come out of 
Islam for Christ. ‘The other three were Moslem in- 
quirers, Miss Thompson has a girls’ class of twenty. 
A first-year theological student, Mitad Afondi Abu 
Safa, has the large boys’ class. Mr. Trowbridge is 
helping to build up the school. 


When Ali was Persecuted.—One of the recs men 
going into the new Sunday-school in the Moslem 
quarter at Cairo is Ali Rehan, Mr. ‘Trowbridge’s 
cook. Mr. Trowbridge writes a sketch of his thrillin 
experiences: ‘‘ He is a tall, strong young man, an 
has been through one of the severest persecutions 
heard of in Egypt. He became a Christian in his 
home town about two years ago, and was at once 
compelled to leave his home, for his father and his 
relatives were very angry over his decision. These 
relatives started subtle and persistent plots to induce 
Ali to return to Islam. They secured false witnesses 
and had him arrested for stealing wheat.. He was in 
prison some thirty days, perng venaere through the 
efforts of the missionaries. he Moslems waylaid 
him in a country road and beat him until he ‘was un- 
conscious from loss of blood, His head was Lene 
cut, and he still suffers stomach’ troublés and ‘hhead- 
aches from that beating. 

‘His uncle, a bigoted Moslem and the.chief.of ‘the 


village, then conspired with a man to go into the 
kitchen of the English missionaries where Ali had 
become cook, and put poison inthe food. The object 
was to bring about the death of the two English 
women, and then bring a charge of murder. against 
Ali and have him hung. P 

‘The plot almost succeeded, and the trial dragged 
through the courts for months. The two. mission- 


aries were not. killed by the poison, though they, were, 


desperately sick. They went into court as witnesses 
in behalf, of, Ali. He was in prison far sixty-two 
days, but was finally acquitted of the charge of ,at- 
tempted murder. 

‘*Then the missionaries were compelled to leave 
Shibra Zingi, and Ali had to flee for his life. He 
came to Cairoand kept out of the way of the Moslems 
who were after him. I met him as I was walking 
along the Nile one afternoon, practising Arabic for 
the examination. We became acquainted at once, 
and in a few days we had engaged hirff as our cook.”’ 


Leading. the Sunday-School World.—One-fifteenth 
of the Sunday-school army of the entire globe is en- 
rolled in a state that has less than half of one percent 
of the world’s population. Pennsylvania is the 
‘*Keystone State” in every sense of the word. In 
twelve months, her state-wide Sunday-school enrol- 
ment has increased 138,883, which now gives her a 
total of 2,253,136. This fact in itself is striking testi- 
mony for the efficiency of the State Association 
and of the loyalty of those great men of God, Wana- 
maker, Heinz, Blackall, Landes, and others who 
have kept true to their vision of Kingdom conquest 
through the Sunday-school. 


America’s Sunday-School Wonder. —In 1905 the 
International Sunday School Association put .its or- 

anization back of the Adult Bible Class Movement. 

he first International Certificate was issued in 1907. 
To-day there are 53,235 registered adult Bible 
classes. Inthe past three months more than 1,383 
new adult Bible classes have been enrolled, in twenty- 
five states and provinces. This is an average net 

ain of more than fifteen new classes for every day 
in the year. 

Several states and provinces have found the adult 
Bible class forces multiplying so rapidly that they 
have set aside a special i at their annual conven- 
tions for the consideration of adult Bible class prob- 
lems and the training of leaders. 

Ohio, however, is the first state to call an inde- 
pendent adult Bible class convention. Nine hundred 
delegates met for two days in Columbus, September 
28, 29, under this motto: ‘+United Strength and 
Service.” The Adult Bible Class Federation of Ohio 
is striving to *‘ make Ohio dry,” 


A Five-Year Pros —At a recent meeting. of the 
International Board of Trustees, W. C. Hallof In- 
dianapolis said that for five years he called on a 
prospective customer in Michigan every sixty, days 
without a sale. At the end of the five years he re- 
ceived his, first order for two carloads of paper. He 
has worked for one firm thirty-seven years. Hr. Hall 
believes that business methods should be uséd also 
in the Sunday-school world. For many years he has 
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been a faithful and efficient attendant at Interna- 
tional Committee meetings. 


A Banner South American Class.—From Miss E. C. - 


Long of Montevidio, Uruguay, a Sunday-school en- 
thusiast and a leader of a teacher-training class, 
comes an encouraging word : 

‘*My class is making history so fast it fairly makes 
my head swim, The book of Dr. Hamill’s, ‘La Legion 
de Honor,’ is just the thing I needed for my girls. 
They are the most eager lot! I am teaching them, 
by practise, the many ‘ through the week activities.’ 
They have undertaken the work of the Cradle Roll, 
each girl to secure and care for ten babies. One of 
them, a teacher in the public schools, had her list 
completed in a week. hey are full of plans for 
their babies. One of my best workers is a well-edu- 
cated girl of about eighteen, the only Protestant in 
an influential native Catholic family. 

‘“*They meet at my home every two weeks, and 
have organized themselves into a sewing guild to 
provide clothes for poor children. Next Sunday we 
are going to the German Home to visit a dear old 
saint who has been confined to the bed or wheel-chair 
for eight or nine years. She wants us to sing for her. 

‘*I was asked to reorganize and grade the school 
and put in the graded lessons (in Spanish), Please 
get your English books trauslated just as soon as 

ssible. Itis pitiful to see our people look longingly 

ut hopelessly at the fine array of Sunday-school 
literature in English,—useless to them. 

**I feel sure that the Sunday-school, properly man- 
aged, is to be the great evangelizing agency of this 
land.” 


How the Priests Helped.—A year ago a Sunday- 
school and a little church were opened in a suburb of 
Lima, Peru. Both grew rapidly. ‘Then the local 
Roman Catholic priest began preaching against the 
new work every week, with the result that the peo- 
ple have come in larger numbers to see who these 
people are. They have so crowded the little hall 
that they are forced to move out and seek a larger 
meeting-place. The leaders are hoping that the 
priest will continue his opposition a while longer. 


Advance in Japan.— When Mr. Kawasumi, the Sun- 
day-schoot Secretary <M wo sey returned from his 
recent visit to the United States, one of the first steps 
taken was to plan a Sunday-school campaign through 
many leading cities in the interest of Sunday-school 
standards: and teacher-training. In one series of 
lectures for teachers at the Ginza Methodist Church 
in Tokyo, 248 students were enrolled, and 62 received 
the Association Certificate. The Association has 
now 58 modern Sunday-school books in its library. 


Where All Attegg Sunday-School.—From Pyeng 
Yang, Korea, comes a piece of Sunday-school 
news. ‘The Rev. J. G. Holdcroft has been designated 
to give one-fourth of his time for specific Sunday- 
school work within his denomination. 

The lines of present emphasis are teacher-training, 
the establishment of children’s Sunday-schools, dis- 
tinct from the regular Bible study period that is ob- 
served by all churches and practically every church- 
member, the better grading of schools, the production 
of better teaching helps and greater publicity for the 
Sunday-school interests, 

The Cradle Roll is being emphasized. ‘The first 
Cradle Roll member was received in Korea four years 
ago while the secretary of the World’s Sunday School 
Association was in Korea, and the baby was a fine- 
looking, black-eyed specimen. 

The Home department is not so much of a factor 
because there are few shut-ins. Nearly every man, 
woman, and child who can get tochurch and Sunday- 
school attends regularly; one does stay at home 
occasionally to watch the house because of the petty 
thieving that is so frequent, but the stay-at-home is 
rarely the same person two Sundays in succession. 


A Little Girl from a Coffee Farm.—Some years ago 
a little girl from a coffee farm on the eastern slope of 
the Andes, a ride of a day and a half from the rail- 
road line, came up to the Sunday-school in Tarma, 
As an indirect result of this, the family was con- 
verted. Now for some time they have maintained, 
without any assistance from the outside, exceptin 
some literature, a flourishing little Sunday-school, 
which serves as a center for distributing tracts and 
securing subscriptions to various church papers. 
They are contributing money for the publication of 
more tracts for Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador. Last 
week they wrote down to the mother school to send 
up a supply of phonograph needles, saying that they 
use a phonograph to play hymns for the Sunday- 
school. Recently they sent several dollars to the 
treasurer of the Tarma Mission. 


Japan’s Rulers Friendly.—Dr. Frank Mason North, 
who recently toured the Orient, has reported the 
complete change of the attitude of Japan’s leaders 
toward the Sunday-school. ‘I’his is due in part to the 
impression made upon Japanese leaders such as 
Count Okuma, the Prime Minister; Baron Sakatani, 
the Mayor of ‘Tokyo; Baron Shibusawa, and others, 
by the deep interest in the Sunday-school as a char- 
acter-forming institution of the Sunday-school tour 
party headed by Mr. H. J. Heinz, which visited some 
forty Japanese centers two years ago. 
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Why This Trail-Hitter Bought Overalls 


What the Syracuse saloon men think of 
the Billy Sunday campeiga 


By the Rev. Albert C. Fulton 





The Twentieth Century Limited crept into Syracuse eleven hours late. 


It was the 


night of the big snow-storm. The great wooden tabernacle, which is a good walking 

distance from the car lines, appeared completely buried in the avalanche of snow. 

What Billy Sunday saw inside the tabernacle on that night made him exclaim that 
he had not seen the like in twenty years. 


s¢ ENTLEMEN, this is my friend Smith. He's 
the man who owned the saloon on Butternut 
Street, and hit the trail, In this package 
under his arm is a pair of overalls, and he’s starting 
out now for a job where he can make an honest 
living.”’ 

Last Monday morning Secretary S. S. Groner stood 
at the door of the Y. M. C. A. auditorium and intro- 
duced to the Ministers’ Association his friend Smith. 
Though he may have been more easily identified as 
‘*the man who had a saloon on Butternut Street,’’ 
his name is Smith. He was converted under the 
preaching of Billy Sunday, gave up his saloon, and 
will soon join the First Reformed Church, where for 
some time his wife and two children have been at- 
tending. 

An usher at the tabernacle approached a man who 
had been an attentive listener all through the service. 
‘¢Don't you want to go up and take Mr. Sunday by 
the hand ?’’ 

‘«No, I guess not,’ was his reply. 

‘¢Don't you want to be a Christian ?"’ 
further question. 

‘«Why, I am a saloon-keeper,’’ he answered. ‘I 
have a family to support. I would like to give it up, 
but I can't."' 


The Cash Register’s Story 

Of the tangible results which thus far have become 
evident in the campaign, none is more conspicuous 
than the city’s change of front on the liquor question. 
Mr. Sunday's sledge-hammer blows have broken 
down the old case-hardened claims of the moderate 
drinker ; they have shocked the drunkard into sobri- 
ety, and they have reached behind the bar and struck 
the man who sells the drink. A daily paper has in- 
vestigated the subject, and reports that the saloon 
business of the city has been badly hurt. An East 
Washington Street saloon-keeper who had been in 
business many years said that his business had been 
killed. The proprietor of a popular restaurant, with 
a conspicuous bar attachment, was asked how his 
business was affected by the Sunday campaign. 
‘«Bah !'’ he said, with a manner that betrayed his 
impression of the tabernacle, the choir, Rody, Billy 
Sunday, and the whole party, ‘I'm ashamed to look 
my cash register in the face. It’s awful !’’ 

One could survey the conditions in Syracuse and 
discover that not only the ordinary saloons have been 
affected, but that the finest bars in the city and the 
cheap drinking places on the back streets have all 
suffered alike. The saloon-keepers are saved from 
distraction by the expectation that their old customers 
will return. Good resolutions are fraught with the 
frailty of human nature, and some of their ‘‘ old cus- 
tomers'’ may return ; but the saloon-keeper’s cynical 
philosophy is bound to fail, and his low estimate of a 
man's power of resistance, plus the strength that the 
Lord can give him, will be disproved, for the Syra- 
cuse saloon-keeper has lost forever a host of his ‘old 
customers,’” They are Billy Sunday's new converts, 
and the record of many years’ campaigning for just 
such material as he has developed here show that 
they stand true. 

For matters that pertain to the moral and ethical 
development of a community there are no statistics 
available. There is no spiritual arithmetic, and the 
divine economy is not reducible to a card index. Mr. 
Sunday has made a new day for the Salt City. 
‘Every one knows it,"’ says a local editorial, ‘ for 
no one could dodge it if he would. It is in the air. 
Will it last? With the daily contact of Sunday upon 
15.000 td'20,000 ‘people removed, will the religious 
charge in the atmosphere promptly evaporate and 
those who, under pressure of his rough, outspoken 
oratory, have sailed on a straight course, drift on the 
shoals again?’’ It is a question honestly asked 
wherever the name of Billy Sunday is known, and 
there are scores of cities and towns and. tens of thou- 
sands of victorious men throughout our country to 
bear testimony, ** It lasts !°" 


was the 





Tuesday evening at the tabernacle was a time of 
song and good cheer, Homer Rodeheaver had as- 
sembled the three choirs, and with nearly four thou- 
sand voices singing the ‘ Hallelujah Chorus,"’ an- 
thems, and well-known hymns, presented a musical 
program of unusual features. It was the night of the 
big snow-storm, a storm so severe that the Twentieth 
Century Limited crept into the city eleven hours late, 
and all train schedules were disrupted. The ridge- 
pole of the tabernacle was scarcely visible above the 
snow as the crowds approached for the evening ser- 
vice, 

‘‘This is amazing! This staggers me,’’ said Mr. 
Sunday, as he saw the tabernacle crowded to the 
doors. ‘* This is the greatest demonstration of inter- 
est that I have seen in twenty years."’ 

The genius of Mr. Sunday's working force is be- 
coming increasingly evident. Every phase of the 
city’s life and activity is being reached with the ap- 
pealing claims of the gospel of Christ. If there are 
those who object to certain features of the tabernacle 
meetings, there can be no objection to the quiet pro- 
jection of Christian friendship into nooks and corners 
hitherto untouched by any phase, of church activity. 
Under the leadership of Mrs, Asher, three hundred 
housemaids have been organized into a Good Times 
Club, in which Bible study is the keynote and feltow- 
ship and ‘‘ good times’’ the minor harmony. Repre- 
sented at the tabernacle by a delegation, they gave a 
version of ‘* Brighten the Corner’’ which incorporated 
most literally the message of that song : 


** We are the housemaids, housemaids are we, 
Doing our duty faithfully. 
And now that you think of it, what would you do 
If we did not work for you? 
Rah, rah, rah!’’ 


A religion that will stand up under housework's 
dull routine, and remain sweet from dusting the Vic- 
trola in the reception-room to the pile of unwashed 
dishes in the kitchen, is a religion against which there 
is no reproach, 


A True Successor of Paul 

Amidst a storm of applause the rector of St. Paul's 
took the platform to announce the free-will offering 
which would be made for Mr. Sunday. ‘+ Fellows 
who button their collars behind don’t often get on the 
same platform with Billy. I think Mr. Sunday said 
that a man could not prove he was a successor of the 
apostles by merely wearing his collar hind side first. 
Well, I can prove I am a successor of the Apostle Paul 
in one respect. Paul for a time fought against men 
who were more truly servants of God than he was.'’: 

It was a very graceful confession of a mistake that 
was made some months ago when the Episcopal 
churches did not join the present campaign. It has 
had a most happy termination, and there is a degree 
of unity amidst the forces that bids fair to conserve 
all the good results of the seven weeks’ labor, The 
story of Mr. Sunday in Pittsburgh, Scranton, Phila- 
delphia, Paterson, and Omaha is being repeated in 
Syracuse. As the campaign draws to a close the cur- 
rent, becoming intense and irresistible, is ominous 
indeed for every lingering form of evil, but it is 
sweeping the causes of righteousness toward a splen- 
did consummation. 

The attendance at the tabernacle has thus far nuimn- 
bered 810,500. The conversions reported total 17, - 
499. Aside from meeting all current expenses, the 
people at the tabernacle have contributed $5,770 to 
the charitable agencies of the city, and are looking 
forward eagerly to the coming Sabbatii when they can 
make their free-will offering to Billy Sunday. 

Speaking four times in the tabernacle that day, he 
brings to a close Sunday evening one of the most suc- 
cessful campaigns of his career, and will leave as a 
Christmas present for Syracuse happy homes, lives 
redeemed, and a spirit of good will toward mankind 
such:as the city has never known. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 
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What “No Advantages’ Did for These Two Schools 


A run-down Sunday-school with a home in a large “dry goods box,” and a very robust Sunday- 
school with a borrowed home in a beautiful church auditorium 








The Vine Street Mission Miracle 
By Hazel Lorimer 


AM glad that I do not know who planned the 
building for the Vine Street Mission. It is im- 
possible to cherish a grudge when you have no 

personality to which to attach it, Take a cubical 
dry goods box, over it lean together, roof-fashion, 
two boards, closing up the gable, of course, which is 
to the front, cut an oblong hole for a door, and you 
have in miniature the architectural beauty of said 
building, as seen from the street. As it had no front 
windows I am robbed of a favorite expression of 
writers who describe old buildings, Having no eyes, 
it could not stare at the street. It stood blindly, 
meekly, wedged between two dwelling-houses, a 
shrinking, apologetic disfigurement to the whole 
block. 

The outside promised you nothing, and it was well, 
for there was no fulfilment within, The roof leaked, 
which accounted for the seas and bays and islands in 
the map of this and undiscovered worlds upon the 
ceiling. The wall-paper was of an ancient and dis- 
piriting pattern, its colors blended in lighter and 
darker shades of smoky gray. The chairs were 
always dusty, except that a few of them transferred 
their dust to the clothing of those who sat upon them 
on Sunday afternoons. 

For a few people came each Sunday afternvon, the 
children lagging, and most of the grown people giv- 
ing the impression that they were yawning from the 
time they entered the door. 

It was a run-down school, thought by most to have 
seen its day. 

However, there were three or four—not more than 
that—who did not concur in the general opinion, and 
were really interested in that school,—interested to 
the point of insistent prayer and persistent work. 

To account for the lack of interest upon the part of 
the church owning the building it was said that the 
neighborhood was largely Roman Catholic, and there 
was a flourishing church of another denomination in 
the same block, which was presumed to gather into 
its services the Protestant population, That all were 
not gathered had been proved. But, abiding by these 
arguments, the church devoted its special efforts to 
its more promising missions, still, however, at its an- 
nual election, securing as good a man as could be 
found who would accept the cheerless task to act as 
superintendent of the Vine Street Mission. 

Upon one of these occasions a man was elected 
who failed to see that it was a cheerless task. Thus 
blinded he was able to enter the work joyously and 
confidently. Now, joy and confidence are contagious. 
He had a lovely wife who worked with him in the 
school, She was a woman of musical ability, but, 
instead of showing off her own accomplishments, she 
immediately set about developing the musical talent 
of a young girl already in the school, and such music 
and such singing as soon rang out from that unsightly 
place was a matter of astonishment to passers-by. 


God’s *‘ Unlooked-Fors ”’ 

Through an unlooked-for occurrence a few young 
men and young women came to the school. Now, 
who knows how many unlooked-for things God has 
in his storehouse to give when he sees fit to encour- 
age his faithful ones and put forward his work ! There 
was no class for these young men and young women, 
and no teacher for such a class. The superintend- 
ent’s wife had always done Primary work, and did 
not feel fitted to teach an advanced class. But she 
and her husband were wise to see an opportunity and 
quick to seize it. So, turning the Primary work over 
to her husband to do in addition to his duties as su- 
perintendent, she valiantly undertook to organize and 
teach a class of young men and young women. And 
she succeeded. So well did she build that, although 
she is no longer in the school, the music is still good, 
and that class is spoken of by the pastor as one of 
the most important of any in all the schools con- 
nected with his church, 

Success attracts. Other workers have. come into 
the school, notably a_ primary teacher who has 
prought in large numbers of littl ones. Another 


Prizes were offered some years ago by The Sunday 
School Times for the best articies on ‘‘ The Sunday- 
school that Has No Advantages." This offer called 
forth a number of good articles, but did not result 
in locating any school with “‘ no advantages” ! One 
might think that the Vine Street Mission, described 
on this page, would surely qualify—until he reaches 
the end of the article. These two romances from 
real Sunday-school experience, though written sev- 
eral years ago, make stirring reading for the fortun- 
ate workers in schools with ‘‘ no advantages,”” and 
offer a challenge to workers who are not making 
the best use of their ‘‘ all advantages.”’ 








excellent superintendent is going on with the work. 
House to house visitation has been wonderfully effect- 
ive in finding and attaching te the school both chil- 
dren and older people—and this in a field supposed 
to be barren ! 

But, in considering the new forces which came in, 
I do not wish to lose sight of the three or four faith- 
ful souls previously mentioned—the praying, working 
ones of the dark days, for was it not through these 
that the advent of new forces was made possible? 
Had it not been for their perseverance the advice of 
a former paster that the location be abandoned and 
the school merged into another more favorably sit- 
uated might have been taken. 

I will make special mention of one who, in this 
instance, may fairly be called the mother of the faith- 
ful, a woman of little education who was rarely able 
to hold the children in her class after they reached 
the age of twelve or thirteen years—for they soon 
outgrew her intellectually—with not a few peculiar- 
ities, and, indeed, I shall not be outside the facts if 
I say that she has even been considered one of the 
disadvantages of the school. 


A One-Talent Teacher’s Results 

But this was before her work was seen from the 
right view-point. She had just one talent and she 
used it. It was the ability to gather little girls into 
the school. True, they would stay with her but a 
short time and perhaps gained little during their so- 
journ, but they were in the school and they usually 
stayed, going to some more able teacher. When 
they leave her it hurts, of course. And does she get dis- 
couraged? Notshe. She goes and gathers in some 
more. Each one who goes through her hands is the 
subject of much love and earnest prayer, and there 
have been some who were converted while in her 
class. House to house visitation, when it became 
popular with the other teachers, was nothing new to 
her. She had been at it for years, without eclat, 
without praise, with only a measure of success. She 
is at it still) May this not be a case where ‘‘God 
hath chosen the weak things’’ ? 

Certain it is that a faithful few have been rewarded 
by seeing the work of the Master upon which their 
hearts were set flourishing. For the Vine Street school 
is flourishing both as to numbers and interest. Blind 
and paintiless still stands the ugly building, still giving 
no promise, but open the door on a Sunday afternoon 
and there breaks upon you without warning the hum 
and buzz of a busy school. The walls are bright with 
clean new paper; the windows are refreshing to the 
sight with their dainty white curtains. One sister, 
who, for a small compensation, acts as janitress, looks 
after the room as she does her home and no dust de- 
files the pretty dresses of the girls or the ‘‘ best suits’’ 
of the boys. Best of all, the room is alight with bright 
eyes and loving eyes and the atmosphere is all tinged 
and mellowed with a sweet spirit of Christlike service. 

One member of the school has recently Seen con- 
verted and there is reason for hope that others will 
soon follow. Good work is being done in the way of 
instruction, 

The guarantee of the future usefulness of the school 
is the same as in the gloomy days. It is the fact that 
there are in it some who are interested to the point of 
praying and working and sacrificing for its success. 
That fact is its strongest point. 

Terre Havre, Ino. 


In Spite of Opera Chairs 
By Annie Taylor 


HERE was a school once that had four hundred 
children and no place to putthem, The church 
they belonged to let them use their building, 

which was furnished with opera chairs and carpeted. 
It was a very nice church, doubtless, but it is hard on 
a school not to be able to have a picture or map on 
its walls. Then there was the gallery,—a great dis- 
advantage when you think of what the energy and 
vigilance used in preventing small boys from ever 
sitting at its edge might have accomplished elsewhere. 
And the opera chairs,—a source of delight to the bad 
boy, and the reverse to his teacher. 

There are few more comfortable seats than these 
same opera chairs, but the average class wouldn't sit 
on them (at least not without jumping up and raising 
the thing at intervals And the teacher couldn't ; 
any one who has tried to sit sideways on an opera 
chair, and talk to six or seven persons ranged in a 
long row behind will understand. The men teachers 
settled the matter by standing up to teach ; two or 
three of the women followed their example, but most 
of the teachers either hung themselves over chair- 
backs in an uncomfortable style, or else. sat on the 
boxes used to collect the hymn-books in, articles 
about two feet long, and when stood on end giving a 
seat six inches square without a back. 

But these disadvantages were small compared with 
the strained relation which gradually grew up between 
the school andthe church, You can’t turn four hun- 
dred children into a building for a couple of hours 
and expect them to leave no trace of their presence. 
And sometimes it seemed to the teachers that the 
trustees must have gone over the church after the 
school session closed, examining the backs of the 
chairs for kick-marks, trying the seats to see if some 
of the screws had not been drawn (a favorite trick), 
and counting the pieces of paper and other things 
that had been dropped on the floor. 

It was only natural that the members of the church 
should wish to keep it nice. They complained of the 
pupils’ conduct. Not because they begrudged the 
school the use of their building, but because they 
were afraid the sacrifice they were making would be 
forgotten if not often spoken of. And perhaps it was 
natural too that the teachers should resent this atti- 
tude. They were members of the church as well, and 
bore a good share of its burdens. So their interest in 
keeping it in good repair was as great as any one’s. 
Matters were perilously near a church quarrel, 


Why Do the Young Men Come? 

That was some years ago. At this writing the school 
still nieets in the church. The teachers still balance 
themselves on the top of book-boxes. The noise (at 
improper times) of the flapping up and down of opera 
chairs is still heard. Yet the school has grown largely 
in membership, Its collection per member is on a 
par with the wealthiest school in the city (and there 
are no rich members among us). Not only are there 
nearly as many boys’ names on the roll as girls’, but 
this school seems to have solved the problem of how 
to keep the young men in its classes. For they come, 
tall, smooth-headed fellows, filling up the seats al- 
lotted to them, in almost equal numbers with the 
gay-hatted young women on the opposite side. 

Why? The school cannot call the room it meets 
in its own. No conveniences for teachers or teaching 
can be used, unless they can be removed after the 
school session. Blackboards are an impossibility ; 
the only maps used are those in the teachers’ Bibles. 
And the teachers themselves are mainly uneducated 
men and women, who spend their week-days in the 
factory, behind the counters of the great stores, or per- 
haps at wark in other people’s kitchens. They read 
The Sunday School Times and think of the schools it 
describes, with their fabulous wealth of class-rooms, 
blackboards, and all the wonderful etceteras that must 
lift teaching up among the fine arts. They have little 


time for visiting, and neither time, intellect, nor money 
for elevating social intercourse with their classes. 

Yet for fifty-two Sundays in the year the school 
opens its doors, and the superintendent looks down 
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LFSSON FOR JAN. 16 (Acts 2: 14-47) 


on a well-filled building. It does not seem to make 
much difference whether a miniature blizzard is. piling 
up snow-drifts outside, or the thermometer has. gone 
up too high for us-to care to look at. « ’ 
I do not know why, unless it is the same reason 
that makes the calm, lazy waters of the upper lakes 
rush onward with irresistible fury when they find 
themselves pent between the rocky walls of Niagara's 
orge. It may be that opposition and disadvantages 
roused all their latent fighting blood. Just because it 
seemed impossible, the school set itself to bear irri- 
tating comments patiently, to teach in a way that 
should hold the scholars when everything seemed 
against the teachers, and make its disadvantages far 
better than the greatest advantages would have been. 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Once a Bible class was studying the story of the 
Fall in the third chapter of Genesis, and their teacher 
asked for a list of blessings promised to man, when 
lris sin was discovered, and he was driven from Eden. 

‘*We shall omit,"’ she said, ‘the blessing, the 
promise of the Deliverer to be born of the woman ; 
but what are the.others?'’ The class looked at her 
blankly. 

««*T will greatly multiply thy sorrow, 


she read ; 


-«* «cursed is the ground for thy sake’ ; ‘Thorns also 


and thistles shall it bring forth to thee’; ‘In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.’ '' 

Perhaps after all there are worse things for a school 
than to have no advantages. 

Toronto, OnTario. 





Jean McFadden’s Heart-Test 


When a country girl tried to become 
e trained nurse 


By Lulu Linton 





M die newest probationer stopped scrubbing, and 
glanced cautiously up and down the long hall of 
the second floor, The head nurse was not at 
her desk, and the doors as far as she could see on 
either side of the hall were closed, so she felt free to 
do a bit of thinking out loud, and this always relieved 
her. ‘I don’t know which gets on my nerves the 
worst,"’ she said with a chuckle, ‘‘ the eternal scrub- 
bing and cleaning, or the eternal look it has of quiet, 
clean, disinfected perfectness. Sometimes I just ache 
te see muddy footprints or a chair turned upside down, 
or anything to relieve the sameness of it. I'll just 
have to slip down and look at the picture a minute to 
take this choked feeling out of my throat.’’ 

She walked softly down the hall, for she had ac- 

quired the habit already, although only a probationer; 
then she ran lightly down the stairway to the first 
floor. 
- Jean ‘McFadden was acquiring a brand new set of 
ideas regarding hospitals and the training of nurses. 
The neighbors back home, forty miles from the cap- 
ital city, had said * ** Jeanie is'a natural born fiurse, 
and it won’t take her long to learn all that city hos- 
pital can teach.’’ “They had even ventured to assert 
that Jeanie could teach the managers of that hospital 
a few things. Fortunately, their praise had not turned 
Jean's head, for then it would have been much harder 
than it was to unlearn all the things which her old 
friends thought she could do so well. Only a few 
times had she been discouraged and inclined to give 
it all up, pack her old-fashioned valise, and start back 
to the hilly little farm where the brood of younger 
brothers and sisters would have given her a royal 
welcome. The few times had come upon her when 
she was scrubbing floors and doing other dirty, dis- 
agreeable jobs that probationers have to do, and the 
picture had always helped. 

There was no one in the office on the first floor, so 
she slipped into the parlor where people waited. It 
was in perfect order, too, but it had the look of all 
public parlors. There was the library table in the 
center, a divan and three chairs to match placed 
primly in position, and a queer oil painting—not 
the picture—in a big gilt frame on the largest wall 
space. P 

««Not a touch of nhomeyness anywhere,’’ she said, 
with a homesick quaver in her voice; then she turned 
toward the one redeeming feature of the rcom, a pic- 
ture of Christ healing a sick child in its mother's 
arms. Her face relaxed, and the discouraged look 
gave way to one of determination. This picture was 
the one thing she remembered clearly out of the haze 
of fright and homesickness of that first day when she 
had come to enter for training. It hung between the 
door and the window, in a good clear light. There 
were words carved on the plain mission frame, —proba- 
bly the name of the picture, Jean did not know; but 
she did not need to know the name. She was looking 
at the eager, pleading face of the mother, and the 
tender, compassionate face of the One who by a touch 
or word could work such wonders; and her eyes were 
glowing again with the intense desire to be able to 
help the afflicted back to health, when a steady voice 
just behind her said: ‘* Miss McFadden, you have 
not finished your scrubbing on the second floor. Had 
you torgotten it?'’ 

Jean gave one glance at the head nurse, then turned 
back to her work, for she was acquiring the habit of 
obedience, too. ‘‘ No, I had not forgotten,’’ she said 


softly, with a gentleness in her voice because of that 
compassionate tace on the wall; ‘* but I do the scrub- 
bing better after a minute down here."’ 

The head nurse shrugged her shoulders as she 
looked after Jean going softly up the stairway. 
‘«Queer,’’ was her half-audible comment. 

Jean took up her scrubbing cheerfully. Her love 
for her chosen work usually kept her cheerful under 
the most trying circumstances, and her greatest fear, 
even in her worst spells of homesickness, was that she 
would be sent home at the end of the three months’ 
probation. There were so many, many things to 
learn, so many requirements you had to meet. She 
had written home to the brother next to her in age : 
**Oh Jimmy, whatif Ican’t make good. There are so 
many watching the poor probationers, Doctor Meade 
watches, and the head nurse watches, and the internes 
watch, and you have to pass examinations, and they 
test your heart. Yesterday one poor girl had to give 
it'up because there was something wrong with her 
heart, and she cried and cried, and my heart ached 
‘so it Choked ime, ‘and suddenly I remembered that our 
great-grandfather dropped dead from heart failure, and 
I felt as though Doctor Meade could look right into 
my mind and see what I had remembered. Do you 
suppose, Jimmy, that heart failure can be handed 
down from that far back?’’ Then she went on in her 
usual gay tone, making him forget the note of discour- 
agement on the first page of her letter. She did not 
tell the folks at home how hard and disagreeable the 
work was, and how they called her Proby instead of 
Jeanie, and laughed at the many mistakes she made, 
and even poked fun at her plump, sturdy figure and 
round, rosy face. - But the patients she cared for did 


not make fun of her, for, with her heart full of sym- — 


pathy for all suffering, she cared tenderly and patiently 
for those who were entrusted to her. She was a trial 
to the dignified head nurse, who had been head nurse 
only a short time, and was really overworking the 
dignity part of her office, and who was such a short 
time past her own blunders that she had no patience 
with other people who made blunders. As for impul- 
sive people like Jean McFadden, the head nurse could 
not understand them, never having felt any sudden 
impulse for doing things out of the regular order. 


EAN had created a sensation in the diet kitchen on 
St. Valentine’s Day by cutting bread heart-shaped 
for the people on her floor who could partake of 

solid food, and tying tiny heart-shaped valentines to the 
spoon handles for patients who could have only liquid 
nourishment. She had used some of her own money 
to buy the valentines and the heart-shaped cutter. 
The other probationers giggled over such foolishness, 
and Miss Flynn, her head nurse, looked at the trifles 
sternly. Such a thing had never happened before 
under her management, and she didn’t know just what 
to say. : 

‘«She’ll tell Doctor Meade, and he'll add it to all 
the other things they've set down against you,’’ one 
of the girls whispered when Miss Flynn left the room, 
and part of the joy faded from Jean's face; but it 
came back again as she watched the brightening of 
the faces of her patients. 

‘*How did you ever remember?’’ one of them 
asked. «The days are all so alike here that I can't 
even remember the day of the week."’ 

‘* Perhaps: tried'my brother's plan for remember- 
ing mother’s birthday,’’ Jean said, gaily. ‘* He never 
could remember it, so one year he was so determined 
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aot to forget that a little while before the day he tied 
strings on as many of his toes as there were days left, 
and took one off each morning, and when he came 
to the last one he was sure it was time to wish her 
many happy returns,—but he was a day too early, 
for he had kicked one of them off in the night. 
Mother wouldn't let us laugh at him, for she said it 
was better to remember special days too early than 
not to remember at all. Mother is great for special 
days. She says that even little celebrations keep us 
from getting in a rut."’ 

The patient was laughing over Jimmy's memory 
scheme when Doctor Meade passed the door, and he 
glanced in wonderingly, for this particular patient 
had never even smiled since she hac entered the 
door of the hospital. Jean's heart gave a big throb, 
for fear that making patients laugh was one of the 
things that would be marked down against her. She 
soon forgot it, however; and on St. Patrick's day 
she threw caution to the winds and tied up plain 
bread and butter sandwiches in tiny rolls with braided 
strands of parsley, and tied bits of the green on the 
handles of her spoons. She felt well repaid as she 
watched the languid look fade from thin, tired faces. 
But it was that day, as she was carrying the last tray 
back, she overheard a snatch of conversation between 
Doctor Meade and the head nurse which caused the 
color to fade from her round face. Miss Flynn's voice 
came to her first, and she heard the words: ‘* Miss 
McFadden—too impulsive—queer—afraid-—heart."' 
Then she heard Doctor Meade’s deep voice answer : 
«*You can’t always tell about the heart even with all 
our testing, but I fear—’’ ; 

Standing just around the turn of the hall poor Jean 
felt her heart give one big leap, then sink down and 
down : and just then she realized that she had been 
guilty of listening, or at least trying to overhear what 
her superiors were saying. Her face burned for 
shame, and safely back in her own room she put 
aside the letter she was writing home until she could 
feel in a more cheerful frame of mind. If she must 
give it all up and go back, it wasn’t any use to worry 
the folks until the time came, and any way, there 
were several days left, and she could do some good 
for the people under her care while the opportunity 


was hers. 
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VEN if she failed here; there were many things 
she could do for the suffering ones who could not 
hope to have a nurse who had been trained. She 

dried her eyes and slipped down ta the parlor for a 
good look at the picture... She was devouring it. with 
hungry eyes when Doctor Meade came in. She 
started when he spoke to her, then remembered that 
she ought to have turned. calinly like Miss Flynn, 

‘«Like it?’’ Dr. Meade asked briefly. He never 
wasted words. 

‘* Yes,'’ she answered, with some of the reverence 
that always took possession of her as she stood before 
the picture. 

‘*Tell me—in one word—what it means to you.’ 

It was like oral examination, and since her earliest 
school-days in the country school back home 
Jean had felt a terrible fear of -oral examinations. 
She turned again toward the picture, and her face 
grew tense with feeling; then looking up into the 
eyes of the great doctor whom she so much feared and 
so much admired, she almost whispered the one word, 
‘«Service,’’ then slipped past him out into the hall, 
and ran up the stairway to the second floor, wonder- 
ing why he had asked her such a question, and won- 
dering, too, if she had been too impulsive in her reply. 

A few days later Miss Flynn called her to the desk, 
and said : ‘* You are to relieve Miss Varney this after- 
noon.”’ 

‘*Miss Varney—me !'’ Jean exclaimed. 

«Yes, you are to relieve Miss Varney,’ Miss Flynn 
emphasized. 

‘*B-but she’s the special, for the lovely lady who 
has been so ill,’ Jean hesitated, feeling that there 
must be some mistake. 

‘¢The patient is much better, and [think perhaps 
you can be trusted for so short a time, and besides,'’ 
—Miss Flynn added the words almost grudgingly — 
‘* Doctor Meade has asked for you to be sent there.’’ 

‘Oh!’ Jean's eyes were wide with surprise and 
delight. 

A little later, in her whitest white apron and her 
perkiest white cap, she appeared at the doorway of 
the lovely lady who had received every attention and 
care, and yet did not regain her interest in life. The 
white face turned on the pillow, and the lady held out 
a thin little hand. Now, you weren't instructed to 
shake hands with your patients, but Jean clasped this 
one in both her plump warm ones, and held it close. 
“I'm glad they sent you,"’. the weak 


voice said, 
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‘* I've been catching tantalizing glimpses of you in 
the hall, and—you are different. I'm so tired of the 
terrible sameness and primness of this place."’ 

Jean laughed a low, soft little laugh, then looked 
cautiously down the hall and up the hall. Coming 
back to the bedside she stooped impulsively, and said 
in a low tone: ‘‘I am going to tell you a secret—the 
thing that has made me able to bear all this awful 
orderliness. There's a cobweb up next the ceiling in 
one corner of the second floor hall—and ¢hey haven't 
found it! I go to see it every day, and it winks at 
me, and says, ‘They haven't found me yet, these 
people of spotless town!’ And I wink back, and 
promise not to tell. But the poor fellow is gathering 
soot, and I'm afraid every day they wi// find him. I 
wish 1 could pick you up and carry you out to see it. 
I could carry you all right, but I'm afraid Miss Flynn 
might catch us, and that would be hard on—the cob- 
web."” 


HE lovely lady, or in other words Miss Agatha 
Bradbury, of Woodford Place, looked into the 
merry, round face stooping so near hers, and 

laughed and laughed until tears stood in her eyes. 

‘*You did carry me right out there,’’ she said, as 
soon as she regained her speech. ‘I sawit. I even 
saw it wink, and it will help me while I have to lie 
here looking at all these snowy, sterilized, disinfected 
surroundings of mine. I'm going to ask for you every 
afternoon, and you are to tell me how our friend the 
cobweb is getting along."* 

‘* But—perhaps you didn’t know—I' m only a pro- 
bationer,’’ Jean explained reluctantly, for the pros- 
pect of coming to this room every afternoon was very 
tempting. 

‘¢We are all only probationers,"’ Miss Bradbury 
said sadly, all the laughter fading from her face. ‘I 
have just passed one probation period, and they tell 
me 1 have years ahead of me yet, and—I'm wishing 
] had not passed. I’m so tired of it all, and it seems 
so little worth the effort.’’ 

Jean was watching her with wondering, disap- 
proving eyes. To be tired of living, when one had 
beauty and wealth and the power to do so much for 
the suffering old world! Oh, it was sad! She had 
heard a great deal about this beautiful, wealthy 
woman, for even nurses indulge in a bit of gossip 
now and then, There had been bitter, heart-break- 
ing sorrow, loss of money, and loss of faith in people 
she had trusted, before disease had dealt its blow. 
The loss of the money was not a serious thing, for 
there had been plenty left, but the loss of faith in 
humanity, and of interest in living, was harder to 
make right. Miss Bradbury was watching her. 
‘* You cannot feel as I do, for you have not borne 
sorrow and sickness,’ she said half-fretfully. 

‘¢No,’’ Jean answered gently, ‘‘I still lack those 
tests.”’ 

‘Tests?’ There was wonder in Miss Bradbury's 
voice. 


o ES, we have all sorts of tests during our proba- 
tion, to see if we are going to prove strong 
enough for the work. Perhaps these—the 

sickness and sorrow—were part of your tests. I feel 

it every day, that I could do so much more for the 
suffering ones if I understood better. You see, I've 
always been so strong and so happy.’’ 

‘« Yes, I could tell by your face that you loved life,"’ 
Miss Bradbury said half-enviously. ‘* You looked it 
even when you carried a scrub-brush down the hail." 

Jean felt thankful that she had not passed this 
door on one of her bad days, ‘Love to live! Well, 
I should think I do!"’ she said enthusiastically, 
‘¢ I'd die if I had to give it up !"’ 

Miss Bradbury laughed in spite of herself. 

«¢ Everything the Lord made ought to love to live,"’ 
Jean said earnestly. ‘‘And most things do, Why, 
look at those flowers—’’ 

««They were coaxed and forced to live and bloom 
at this time of year,’ Miss Bradbury interrupted. 
«« They didn't really want to live,’’ and she turned in 
disgust from the orderly row of vases containing hot- 
house beauties. 

‘*But there are flowers outdoors, sow,’’ Jean 
argued. ‘‘Oh, if 1 could only take you way out 
home, and back in the beech-woods. There are 
spring flowers there, out in the cold spring winds, 
pushing their little faces above the dry beech leaves 
and smiling just because they are alive. 

«* Now you are telling more fairy tales, like that one 
about the cobweb winking. There couldn't be flowers 
out in this bleak old world,'’ and Miss Bradbury 
shivered as she turned her head on the pillow and 
gazed out ef the window where the bare tree limbs 
were lashing the wall in the fury of a spring storm. 

(To be concluded tn next week's issue.) 
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Charles Ernest Scott 


Narrowly Escapes Death 


. CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, whose articles in 
The Sunday School Times on “ Things as They Are” in 
China have startled and thrilled thousands of Christians, 
had to face what appeared to be certain death on the 


“* home-stretch ” of his recent ten-weeks’ trip from America to China. 


Dr. Scott has written a special letter to Sunday School Times 
readers that describes in a personal, intimate way this experience. 
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The letter is not only a dramatic narrative of the memorable 
trip from Japan to the mainland. It is a confession. For the 
experience threatened to shatter the foundations of Dr. Scott's 
assured message on the Victorious Life, which he has been preach- 
ing so powerfully to American young people and American lictian 
during the past year. 


Dr. Scott lays bare this soul-struggle and its outcome because 
he believes it may help his friends of The Sunday School Times. 
The letter will be published in next week's issue of the Times. 


Every one who has met Dr. Scott, or felt in any way the 
dynamic fins of his Christ-controlled personality, will be eager to 


read this very personal narrative which Dr, Scott has felt to 
permit The Sendaes School Times to publish. 


If you have friends who are not subscribers to the Times who 
you think would welcome seeing this article, send their names, and 
a copy of next week's issue will be mailed to them. 


How Austrians 
and Italians Died 


IS was not a dream; it was real. And so vividly is it 
told that one who reads feels that he is looking into the 
faces of the dead and dying Austrian and Italian soldiers 


who were left on a blood-drenched field after a temble 
struggle at Venerdolol Pass in the fighting last summer. 





The surgeons and nurses and chaplains moved among _ the 


dying men. ‘The chaplains saw how the Austrians died,—and how 
the Realiane died. re was a difference. How many did the 


chaplains find with the peace of God possessing their hearts in death ? 


Of the narratives that have come directly from the battle-front 
and carry with them something of the reality of the blood-reddened 
horror of it all, none is fraught with more significance for Christians 
—particularly American Christians—than the story that will be 
published in next week’s Sunday School Times. It is a true story, 
—in some things all too true. 


The account comes to Dr. W. H. Morse, of Connecticut, 
through his friend Paolo of Palermo, who some three years ago in 
a rematkable way was tumed from a money-making career in 
America to a soul-saving career in Italy. 


JANUARY I, 1916 


LESSON FOR JAN. 16 (Acts 2 : 14-47) 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 16. PETER’S SERMON AT PENTECOST 


Golden Text: Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.—Acts 2 : 21 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OME one has said that the preaching of a certain 
minister who did not want to seem to be dog- 
matic was about like this: ‘‘ Now, brethren, 

you must repent, as it were; and be converted, ina 
measure; or you'll go to hell, so to speak.” What do 
you think of that style of preaching ? 

What is meant by the word ‘‘ dogmatic”? Let the 
class discuss this; see if they understand what the 
word means; get them to say whether it.is ever well 
to be dogmatic, and if so, when? 

It is the fashion in religion to-day not to be dog- 
matic about anything. People say that one belief 
may be most useful to one person, while another 
belief better suits another person; and that we must 
not insist upon any absolute dogma or doctrine for 
all, but must recognize that one man’s views are as 
good as another’s. This opposite of ‘‘ dogmatism” 
is called ‘* liberalism.” 

As a matter of fact, the world and a large part of 
even the Christian Church is going to ruin because of 
an increasing lack of dogma and dogmatism. The 
strange thing is that the very people who object to 
dogmatism in religion accept it in practically every 
other department of life. To-day we have the oppor- 
tunity of studying a man and a message that stood 
fur unqualified dogmatism, and that brought life and 
joy and power and eternal salvation to thousands. 


Our Background Material 


We have learned, from Dr. James M. Gray’s article 
on ** Studying the Book of Acts for Yourself” in The 
Sunday School Times of December 18, 1915, that 
there are five simple divisions of Acts. See if the 
class can say these from memory. (Jerusalem, chap- 
ters I-7; alestine, 8-12; Asia Minor, 13 to 15 : 35; 
Greece, 15 : 36 to 20; Rome, 21-28.) 

Now, following Dr. Gray’s outline, let us learn the 
sub-divisions of that first division of the book, chap- 
ters 1 to 7, Jerusalem, Here they are: 


1. Pre-ascension events....... ereseccccccccecesoececs 1: I-11 
2. Pre-pentecostal Events...........sccccsecesssees 1: 12-26 
3. The descent of the Holy Spirit and the formation 
of the Church or the Body of Christ. This sub- 
division carries us to the point where the church 
has passed out of its cradle stage and is now a robust 
youth of three thousand souls, and where the Lord 
is adding ‘‘ daily such as should be saved ’’...2 : 1-47 


4. The first trial or persecution of 

SE Cris babies vavetsechideiesessdecess 3:1 to4:31 
5. The first judgment in the church.....4 : 32 to 5: 11 
6. The second persecution,,.........csecesssseees 5 : 12-42 
7. The development of the church.,............... 6: 1-8 
B.. Td: GPSk PARTE -0008 sevasesccconecie 6:9 to 7 : 60 e 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

The Gospels give us some terrible pictures of human 
cowardice. One of the worst in all history is found 
in Matthew 26 : 69-74. Have some one in the class 
read that passage aloud. But Peter had not been the 
only coward. ook also at Matthew 26: 55, 56,— 
have this read aloud. There was cringing, contempt- 
ible cowardice on the part of the little group of men 
upon whom more depended, for the future of the 
world, than on any other eleven men in the world. 

What an inspiring thing it is, therefore, to find in 
to-day’s lesson not only that Peter was changed from 
cowardice to courage, but that all ‘‘ the eleven” stood 
up together (v. 14) and were equally brave. Yet, 
overcome with joy and tingling with power as Peter 
was, there was nothing incoherent in his address. 
Let us study its orderliness, its logic, its plan. 

1. Peter first challenges the crowd's attention. He 
commands them to listen to him. There is a new 
note in his voice that compels them to obey. 

2. He at once meets the unbelieving criticism of 
some of the crowd, and unanswerably proves that it 
is baseless. Why drunkenness was an impossible 
charge is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 1). An 
easy way of reckoning Oriental time is explained by 
Dr. Mackie (1). 

3. He now makes the bold claim that what his au- 
dience sees is God’s work, and is the fulfilment of 
prophecy. He refers them to their Bibles, with which 
they were familiar, How Peter used the Jews’ own 
Bible ig shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3) 

What are ‘‘the last days’’ referred to by Peter and 
Joel? Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2) explains this ; the 
a ee | was being fulfilled before their eyes. 

et it is still more completely to be fulfilled in the 


Acts 2 : 14-47. Commit verses 38, 30 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 2 : 22-24, 29-41.) 


22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man approved of God unto you by ! mig ty works and won- 
ders and signs which God did by him in the midst of you, even 
as ve yourselves know ; 23 him, being delivered up by the de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye by the hand 
of 2 lawless men did crucify and slay : 24 whom God raised up, 
having loosed the pangs of death : because it was not possible 
that he should be holden of if, :'. . 29 Brethren, I may say 
unto you freely of the patriareh David, that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us unto this day. jo Being 
therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that of the fruit of his loins She would set one 
upon his throne ; 31 he foreseeing ¢his spake of the resurrec- 
tion of the Christ, that neither was he left unto Hades, nor did 
his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus did God raise up, 
4 whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore 5 by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath poured forth this, which 
ye see and hear. 34 For David ascended not into the heavens : 
but he saith himself 

6 ‘The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 
35 Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet. 
36 Let 7 all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that 
God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
ye crucified. 

37 Now when they heard ¢Ais, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Breth- 
ren, what shall we do? 38 And Peter said unto them, Ke- 
pent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For to you is the promise, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord. our God shall call unto him. 40 And with many 
other words he testified, and exhorted them, saying, Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation. 41 ‘They then 8 that 
received his word were baptized : and there were added,unto 
them in that day about three thousand souls. 

1Gr. powers. 2 Or, men without the law See Rem. 2.12. 3 Or, 
one should sit *Or, of whom 5 Or, at © Ps. cx. 1. 7 Or, every 
house ®© Or, having received 
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future...; The, prophecy in verses 17, 18 was now being 
fulfilled; at least a part of that mentioned in verses 
19, 20 had been fulfilled fifty days earlier, at the time 
of the crucifixion,—see Luke 23: 44, 45; Matthew 
27: 45, 51-54. And part of the prophecy (v. 21) was 
a blessed offer made to Peter’s audience. 

4. There was nothing indefinite or vague abeut 
Peter's message ; it was degmatically blunt an@ to 
the point. He did not use such expressions as ‘' It 
seems to me,” or ‘‘many believe.” or ‘it is prob- 
able.” No: ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God unto you,... even as ye yourselves know, 
«ye... did crucify and slay: whom God raised 
up.” Then Peter went on and proved conclusively 
from the Bible—which his hearers believed—that 
Jesus whom they had murdered was the greater Son 
of David, was the Holy One of Israel], was the Christ 
of God, now seated on God's right hand, and was the 
giver of the Holy Spirit who had worked before their 
eyes that very day the miracle which all had seen. 

To be clear on what Peter did not preach and what 
he did, see Mrs. Baldwin (8-3), She shows that he 
used two lines of argument: the Bible, and his hear- 
ers’ own experience. He was not ‘politic’; his 
mouth was not closed for fear of offending his au- 
dience (Mrs, Baldwin, 4). 

One of the striking pictures of Peter's sermon is 
the terrible contrast he draws between how God had 
treated Christ and how Peter’s Jewish hearers had 
treated Christ (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 4). 

Peter left his hearers in no doubt as to whom he 
was talking about. He showed unsparingly the 
criminal relationship of his audience to the Son of 
God. The terrible climax (v. 36) leaves his hearers 
affrighted, condemned, pierced through the heart. 

Was it cruel or kind for Peter to deal with the 
facts and the men with such unsparing directness ? 
Why pricked hearts are sometimes the only safety 
for men is clearly shown by Mr. Ridgway (1). 

5. But after Peter had revealed the blackness and 
despicableness and hopelessness of the sin of the 
men he was talking to, the best part of his sermon 
foliowed: he showed them the certain, glorious rem- 
edy,—and he declared this with just as dogmatic, 
unwavering positiveness as he had declared the mur- 
der of the Son of God and the sin of the murderers, 

Here were three points in Peter’s dogmatism: 

Z. naa is Messiah and Christ. 

2. You murdered him. 
ai He will forgive you and save you if you will let 

im. 
And they did,—three thousand of them! Is itany 
wonder? 

Why don’t we often have such results from preach- 
ing to-day? Because we don’t often hear sermons 
by Spirit-filled men that prove so unwaveringly that 
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those who have not taken Christ as Saviour are 
doomed, lost sinners, guilty of the murder of God; 
and that their forgiveness and salvation may be se- 
cured by them at /haZ very service, before they 
leave the building, if they will repent and believe. 
Some preachers are preaching that way, however, 
praise God! Billy Sunday is one of them. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


‘* Where sin abounded, grace did abourd more ex- 
ceedingly ” (Rom. 5: 20), ‘The blackest accusation 
ever brought upon men is instantly removed, oblit- 
erated, blotted out by the grace of God for all who 
will accept his forgiveness through Jesus Christ their 
Saviour. Read Colossians 2: 13-15. 

Does not this put a premium on sin? some one 
asks. No; it puts a premium on grace. 


Teaching Points 

‘lhe conditions of reparation of the Jews’ awful wrong 
are set forth by Dr. Griffith ‘Thomas (II, §). 

We ourselves have scourged and crucified Jesus, as is 
strikingly shown in the Round-Table (4). 

On daring to witness for Christ see Illustration Round- 
Table (2, 3). 

How the new-born Christians sustained and fed their 
spiritual life (Mrs. Baldwin, §-6). 

A revealing and simple object-lesson of the difference 
between having the Holy Spirit within us (as all Christians 
have) and being fi//ed with the Spirit (Rogers, 1). 

Peter did not say to his hearers, ‘‘ Now set to work with 
me to save the world and make it a better place to live in,’’ 
He had received no such commission from Christ. ‘Fhe 
Church has never been commissioned by Christ to do this. 
Peter said, ‘* Save yourselves from this crooked genera- 
tion ’’ (v. 40). The world is a lost world, headed for doom ; 
it is the mission of the Church to call out from the world 
as many as will accept Christ. ile on a 

Dogmatism means dynamite: spiritual, power. .Those 
were days of dogmatism and miracles (v. 43). _ Creedless- 
ness means Christlessness. No creed, tio Chiist,. / 

Christ is afraid of no one.’ When Christ betomes the 
actual, literal life of a man (Gal, 2: 20) that man’s former 
cowardice is miraculously changed into the courage of God, 
He knows that all the forces against him are as nothing to 
the power that is with him. ‘If God is for us, ‘who is 
against us?’’ (Rom. 8 : 31.) 

This sermon is called ‘‘ Peter’s first use of the keys ”’ 
(Matt. 16 : 18, 19) because through Peter the gospel! was 
here ‘rst given to the Jews. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did Peter, rather than any other of the twelve dis- 
ciples, preach this sermon? Was it another case of his old 
thoughtless impulsiveness ? 

What in this lesson shows that women as well as men 
have the special privilege of speaking for God? 

Were those who crucified Christ responsible if he was 
‘*delivered up by the determinate counsel and foreknowl- 
edge of God ”’ (v. 23)? 

Why was it necessary that Christ’s body as well as his 
spirit should be raised from the dead? 

How much of what was going to happen in Christ’s day 
do you suppose David understood jin his earthly lifetime ? 

What is the meaning of the words ‘* He would set one 
upon his throne,’ (v. 30)? 

What proved that something utterly new had happened 
in the lives of these three thousand or more ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 
The Spirit of Life (Rom. 8 : 12-30}. 


How would you feel if the richest man in the world 
gave you a written paper, signed by himself, pledg- 
ing himself and all of his wealth to ‘‘ back” you 
financially as long as you lived, promising to pay all 
your bills and supply you with all the money you 





needed for your support, your legitimate pleasures, ° 


your education, your needs of any and every proper 
sort, it being understood that the word ‘‘need” was 
to be interpreted on a very lavish scale ? 

Well, such a signed paper isn’t to be compared with 
the guarantee that we have before us in next Sun- 
day’s lesson. Come to class prepared to prove it. 


Read through Romans 7, and decide whether you think 
it is a picture of most Christian lives. 

What bearing have verses 24, 25, of Romans 7, and 
verse 2 of Romans 8, upon the experience described in 
Romans 7 previous to verse 24? 

Read all of Romans 8, and decide whether or not it is 
an offer from God to keep us in constant victory over sin 
in our life. 

Does verse 28 mean literally what it says ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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HE first of anything, be it specimen or illustra- 
tion, is usually interesting, as, for example, 
the first book ever printed, or the first news- 

paper, or the first’ railroad engine. Many — 
take special notice of these. The present lesson 
gives the first instance of Christian preaching, and 
the first result of that preaching in the first Christian 
Church. Thus we shall see something of a new sort 
of religious ministry as a model for all Christian 
reachers and teachers, and a new example of a re- 
figious community as a model of similar aspects. 
I, Surroundings of the Lesson 
Connection.—The story follows immediately on 
that of last week. The various opinions expressed 
about the gift of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pente- 


cost led at once to an explanation from the Apostle | 


Peter, followed by his message to the crowd. 
Il. The Lesson 

To preserve unity we look at the whole section as 
associated with the apostle’s preaching, though of 
course the story of the result (vs. 41-47) is in its way 


separate. We shall see the various points of a true 
sermon. 
Assertion. To Refute (vs. 14-21).—A negative 


refutation naturally opens Peter's statement. He 
has lost his cowardice, and now proclaims his Master 
boldly. The gift of the Holy Spirit had effected 
this change. Jith the leaders of the infant Church 
he gives a categorical denial to the charge of drunk- 
enness, which is shown to be impossible. The third 
hour was 9 A. M., and as this was the earliest of the 
stated hours of prayer and the time for offering the 
morning sacrifice, it was against the Jewish law to 
take drink before this hour. Indeed, some say that 
the Jews took wine with flesh only, and that this was 
neyer allowed in the morning, but only in the even- 
ing. (8) 

Then followed a pe refutation (vs. 16-21), :in 
which the gift of the Holy Spirit is seen to be the 
fulfilment of the words of Joel (2: 28-32). The ‘last 
days" are the Messianic times,!the days beginning 
with the first coming of Christ, and these are associ- 
ated (1) with extraordinary manifestations of the 
Spirit; (2) with certain revolutions in the world; and 

so (3) with a notable day at its close. The literal 
fulfilment of Joel's words was not exhausted on the 
Day of Pentecost, but will still find complete expla- 
nation in that great day which is so often mentioned 
in the Old ‘Testament (Isa. 2:12; Joel2:1). This 
means the Day when our Lord will return in power 
for the judgment of his foes and the completion of 
his kingdom. Meanwhile the message of salvation 
has been and is being declared (v. 21). Though the 
promise will have special reference to the future, it 
is also applicable to the entire dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit in which we are living. Whosoever, 

ew or Gentile, will invoke the name of the Lord 
sell Christ in faith will experience salvation (Rom. 
10 : 12-14). (2) 

Argument, 20 Convince (vs. 22-36).—Peter now 
proceeds to show that Jesus of Nazareth is the Lord 
on whom man must call in order to be saved. The 
work of-Christ is first depicted (vs. 22-32). AHzs Life 
(v. 22).—With courtesy and wisdom Peter tells of 
Jesus of Nazareth as a man approved of God, and 
one who was working miracles in their midst, as they 
themselves knew (John 14: 16). As Death (v. 23). 
—The very one whom God had honored the Jews 
had rejected and crucified. Lawless men had done 
their part, but God had overruled everything for his 
own divine purpose (Luke 22: 22). Afts Resurrec- 
tion (vs. 24-32).—This was the special Pe of the 
apostle’s argument, and he shows that God’s action 
in raising Jesus from the dead was according to their 
own Scripture. He shows that it refers to a resur- 
rection (vs. 25-28); that it could not refer to David 
(VS. 29, 3°); and that it did refer to Jesus Christ (vs. 
31, 32). his treatment of their own Bible (Psa. 16) 
was particularly forcible, and shows from their own 
standpoint and their knowledge of David’s tomb that 
the reference must be to the Messiah. (3) 

From the work of Christ the apostle naturally 

asses to his glory (vs. 33-36), showing that he had 
— exalted by God (v. 33), acknowledged by God 
(v. 33), and honored by God (vs. 34-36). Again there 
is a striking contrast between God's action in exalt- 
ing Jesus Christ and the action of the Jews in put- 
ting him to death. The last words of Peter's message 
were ‘* Ye crucified,” and to use the words of Bengel, 
‘* There is a sting in the close." (4) 

Appeal. To Lead (vs. 37-40).—The immediate 
result was conviction of sin. They were conscious of 
guilt, of responsibility, and also of powerlessness to 
set aside their irreparable hese The words 
** pricked in their heart" show how deeply their con- 
sciences were touched by a seuse of sin in having 


crucified the Messiah (John 16: 8,9). They nat- 
urally wanted to know what they could do under the 
circumstances, and the apentie gave them plain 
directions. Certain conditions were required. They 
were to repent and thus break off from their past by 
a change of mind and will. This doctrine of repent- 
ance is frequently emphasized in Acts (3 : 1g; 8 : 22, 
etc.). They were also to be baptized, as an expres- 
sion of their surrender to Jesus Christ as their Sa- 
viour and Lord. Certain blessings were offered. 
They were told of remission of sins; that is, pardon 
for the past, and also the gift of the Holy Spirit for 
the present and the future. Certain promises were 
made. They were assured that these blessings were 
intended for them and their posterity (v. 39), and in 
uttering the word ‘‘shall"’ the apostle gave a further 
proof that their repentance and faith would be wel- 
comed and blessed by God. (5) 

Acceptance. To Complete (vs. 41-47).—The re- 
sults of the sermon were soon seen. They that re- 
ceived his word with gladness were baptized in ex- 
pression of their repentance, faith, and obedience. 
They accepted the word, and proved their accept- 
ance by their adhesion. Then they continued in the 
new position, and four aspects of church life are 
mentioned (v. 42). 

They continued in the apostles’ ‘‘teaching” be- 
cause such instruction would be needed for weak and 
ignorant converts. 

They continued in the god ‘* fellowship " be- 
cause such intercourse would be needed to preserve 
from loneliness and coldness, 

They continued in the ‘breaking of bread” be- 
cause this would be a safeguard against any mere 
superficiality of adherence. 

hey continued in ‘‘ prayers” because this would 
serve to deepen their consciousness of dependence 
on God for grace and power. 

The effects of this acceptance were soon visible, 
for awe came upon people and miracles were worked 
(v. 43). Then, too, there was a wonderful exhibi- 
tion of the true Christian spirit among the new disci- 
ples (vs. 44-47); the believers were held together by 
a common faith and a common fellowship, The com- 
munity of goods (4 : 32*35) was on an entirely volun- 
tary basis (5: 4), and was due to the reciprocal love 
of the new society. 

They also continued steadfastly and unitedly in 
connection with the temple, the natural center of Jew- 
ish religious life, for their old religion was associated 
with the place. It would — a long time and 
some special revelation from God to show the — 
relations between Judaism and Christianity. The 
picture of the young Church is exquisite in its beauty, 
as they ate their food with gladness and true sim- 
plicity, were full of praise to God, and their conduct 
was commending them to all those around. Mean- 
while, day by day the Lord himself was doing his 
part by adding others to them. 


Ill. Central Truths 


As the Golden Text is concerned with the preach- 
ing of Peter rather than with the results of the 
pens in the formation of the new Church, it will 

well for us to look careftlly at what is meant by 
the preaching of the gospel to-day. 

1. Lhe Matter of Preaching.—From beginning to 
end the apostle’s.theme is the a ee Christ. 
The references to his life and death lead up naturally 
and inevitably to his exaltation. It was essential 
that the hearers’ should realize the Lordship of Christ 
by means of the Resurrection and the divine action 
by pracy Sar and receiving him into heaven. Only 
by this Lordship could the hearers feel and know 
their own relation to him and be led to acknowledge 
their sin and accept him as theirown Saviour. Christ 
should always be the theme of our sermons and other 
testimonies, it ought to be true of us, as of Paul, 
‘*we — Christ Jesus as Lord” (2 Cor. 4: 5). 

2. fhe Manner of Preachiug.— ‘The following 
points need careful attention. 1. /¢s simplicity. The 

roclamation of a personal Christ as a personal 
saviour. 2. /ts completeness. He proclaimed three 
facts: Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. He gave 
three commands: repentance, faith, obedience. He 
made three promises: forgiveness, the Holy Spirit, 
and eternal life. 3. /¢#s adtlity. Peter is shown in 
three lights: as an expositor he knew his Bible; as a 
reasoner he was forceful in argument; as a speaker 
he was effective in utterance. 4. /ts thoroughness. 
We notice three things in particular: the Scripture 
was known; the Saviour was real; and the Spirit 
was mighty. And thus we have the Word of , 
the Son of God, and the ~ ee of God proclaimed 
through the man of God, and all to the glory of God. 

3. Lhe Meaning of Preaching.—The results of 
Peter’s preaching were immediate and definite: our 
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witness for Christ should always have a special aim.. 
We must never be content with ideas, however true: 
or important. It is recorded of a French doctor that 
he performed a surgical operation many times while 
an English doctor had performed it on only eight 
occasions. ‘The Frenchman was asked how many 
lives he had saved. He replied, ** None, but then 
the in gues was so brilliant."’ The Englishman had 
saved seven out of the eight! All the brilliance of 
our A nag will count for nothing unless we are en- 
abled to ‘‘save some.” A Briton and a Boer went 
out shooting deer for food. The Briton took a case 
idges with him, while the Boer only took one. 
‘* Why,” asked the Briton, ‘do you only take one 
cartridge?” ‘* Because,” was the reply, ‘'I only 
want one deer.” This definiteness of aim is particu- 
larly seen in the apostle’s sermon, and showed itself 
in.the following sevenfold result, each element of 
which can be derived from the story: Conviction, 
contrition, confession, conversion, communion, con- 
secration, continuance. ; 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
Assertion (Acts 17 : 30, 31). 
Argument (Acts 17: 2, 3). 
Appeal (Acts 22 : 14-16). 
Acceptance (Acts 16 : 30, 31). 
Wvcuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Heads and Hearts.— When they heard this, they 
were pricked in their heart (v. 37). ‘* Pricked in 
their heart,” please note, and not in their head. Re- 
ligion is always a strictly heart affair. ‘The ‘smart ”’ 
fellow never ar anywhere in religion. It also just 
occurs to me he doesn’t get much of anywhere in any- 
thing else unless he gets his heart-throbs in step with 
the tramp of the universe (Prov. 13). I have preppee 
the pen to run over the ‘brilliant boys" of my 
school-days. All but those who march along with 
God are away behind in the world’s honor, respect, 
and love. The brainiest of the bunch, two great 
professors, are never even mentioned in our annual 
gatherings (1 Cor. 13 : 2). If you want a good freeze 
get next. to, the individual who is merely smart, all 
head and. no.heart. Ask the Jane Carlyles,—and the 
divorce lawyers. One.of the greatest intellects Get- 
many has .produced in modern times was Max Miil- 
ler, the great Orientalist. I keep upon my reading- 
table ‘‘ Life and Religion,” by. his ,wife.. After his 
death she lovingly went over the great philologist's 
books and manuscripts and selected those passages 
in which his great heart, hand in hand with his great 
head, snuggled up close to the great Master of all. 
If Max Miller, brainiest of scholars, had no doubts, 
—you sophomores can come along! The gates of 
heaven never swing open to a blue-ribbon brain un- 
less escorted by a pierced heart. The old world 
knows that. Cold scholarship molds on dusty shelves 
neglected and forgotten. But the world still travels 
English lanes with Little Nell and switigs over the 
bar with Tennyson. (1) 


Partners.— Repent ye, and be baptized, ... and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (v. 38). 
Repentance is that which comes over you when you 
begin to ‘‘catch” the new heart. If some magician 
could say, ‘‘ Presto-change,’’ and give me an. Old 
Dobbin stomach, I would lose my taste for fried 
chicken and waffles and whinny for oats and alfalfa. 
You would lose your taste for that bulldog pipe and 
‘* Polar Bear,” and neigh for sugar and green apples. 
The old nature will never hate sin for sin’s sake and 
love good for good’'s sake until something happens. 
Then will come real repentance and not otherwise. 
This is why some ‘‘don’t hold out.” They never 
really repented (2 Cor. 7: 9-11). Repentance and 
baptism are not Siamese twins. You can travel the 
first without the second. The first Christian to get 
to heaven was never baptized (Luke 23 : 43). I had 
a young dissipated Amish man —s of consump- 
tion. e was led to Christ before he died. He was 
in great distress about this text. With the Amish 
baptism meant immersion, which was out of the 
question for him. I had Mr. Needham, the Baptist 
minister, to see him, but it was no use. The sweet- 
est and loveliest Christian gentleman we had in town 
was the great steel-maker, Dr. Charles Huston, who 
was a Quaker. ‘Alexander, don’t you think Dr. 
Huston is a saved man?” I asked. ‘‘ Sure I do,” was 
the quick reply. ‘‘ Well, he has never been bap- 
tized. No Quaker ever is.” ‘* Well, then, I guess I 
needn't worry.” Nor did he, and the Baptist minis- 
ter and I buried him a saved sinner. 


As You Never Knew It !— For to you is the promise, 
and to your children (v. 39). In this first recorded 
sermon of the new church stress is laid upon one of 
the most glorious things about religion: You can pile 
up blessings for the children. A wise Father has 
not made it necessary for you to pile up money to ruin 
your children. But he has made it easy for the hum- 
blest man to pile up real wealth for the loved ones. 
Just as our little neighbors and teachers the bees lay 
up the sweetness of the flowers forthe nymphs. The 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 16 (Acts 2 : 14-47) 


amazing thing to me is that the world has not yet 
made this discovery, and is in.full cry after gold in- 
stead of after godiiness (Hab. 1: 16; Psa. 17: 14; 
Matt. 22:5). Please do this, Mr. Man-with-a-boy-or- 
two. ‘Fake tablet and pencil and visit all places of 
business,—banks, stores, offices, and factories, You 
will find almost every man in the good positions, or 
his father, came from a home long on religion, but 
short on dollars. This is Coatesville history, New 
York history, ey history, every town’s history. 
And yet the world doesn’t seem to know it. Why. 
even as I write, Canada’s greatest and richest man, 
Lord Strathcona, has just died. The great British 
Empire is busy honoring his memory. Only a gen- 
eration ago a — young Scotchman, taking a clerk- 
ship with the Hudson Bay Company. He came from 
a godly home, and held fast to his mother’s God,— 
and his mother’s God held fast to him, as you may 
prefer to put it. There can be no such thing as a 
poor Christian. Our Father’s too rich. 


Salvation and Sin.— Save yourself from this 
crooked generation (v. 40). Lots of people have got- 
ten the idea that salvation is just a matter of side- 
tracking the Devil’s attacks day by day, and then 
getting on board when the golden chariot starts 
heavenward. Insalvation you get heaven right here 
and now (Psa. 13 : 5, 6). Some men I know are hav- 
ing hell right here and now. Only the lack of cour- 
age and ‘‘the rub” of the grave keeps them here, 
Salvation and sin both draw their wages day by day. 
Salvation’s pay is a long sweet song. ‘‘ Troubles 
come.” Sure! But no Christian takes trouble to bed 
with him. ‘“ Worry?” If ‘‘ Willie: Worry” is the 
address on the envelope it doesn’t belong at the 
house of which Christ is the head. The motto over 
the mantel where the Christian lives is this: CAST- 
ING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM. We Chris- 
tians no more belong to this ‘crooked generation” 
than we iron-workers belong to the ‘‘ old Rittenbocker 
aristocracy.”» Weare a peculiar and separate pore 
living heaven right here on this planet every day. We 
are a part of God’s plan to win the whole wandering 
lost sinful race back to himself, workers together with 
him (1 Pet. 5: 7; Titus 2: 14). 

The Secret Society.— 7hey continued stedfasily in 
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship (v. 42). We 
live in a day of emphasized fellowship. I hear of a 
new order or society every day or two. Sometimes 
some of my men join the birds or animals or knights, 
etc. ‘* What is the object?” I ask. ‘‘ Brotherhood” 
or ‘‘ Fellowship” is the usual reply. It came to me 
as it comes to most young sea, 1 reckon, to join a 
secret ge po I went to a beloved uncle who was a 
member of the Order I was considering and who was 
also a member of the Society of Friends. ‘* Uncle, I 
am thinking of joining the Blanks.. What would you 
advise?” ‘ wk do you want to join the Blanks?” 
he asked. ‘ Well, the other fellows seem to be join- 
ing, and I reckon it is the proper thing for a yeung 
man to belong toa secret societv,” was about the only 
reason I had to give. The ideaof*‘ Brotherhood ” and 
‘* Fellowship” was not so much worked in that day. 
‘* Well, Will, if it is membership in a secret society 
you want, join the Society of Friends. It is the best 
secret society I know anything about,” was the splen- 
did advice. I did not join the Quakers or any other 
secret society then. But later in life I had the great 
good fortune to be asked to connect myself with the 
greatest Order on God’s earth, ‘‘ The Redeemed of 
the Lord.” We have all the good things any other 
Order can offer,—and then some. This paper has 
not pages enough to tell of the sweetness of the 
Christian fellowship (1 John 1 : 7). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


In the Scales.— Whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved (v. 21). An instrument 
used for weighing gold in the assay office is balanced 
so delicately that, when two pieces of paper, of ex- 
actly the same size and weight, are placed on the 
balances, it still retains the same poise. But if a 
name be written on one of the papers it will turn the 
scale. The name of Jesuson the heart turns the scale 
into peace and presence of God. It is the possession 
of hits name thus written that spells ‘‘saved.” It is 
the lack of it that spells ‘lost.”—Senz dy D. R. Mac 
Gregor, Marion, Indiana. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


Scourging Jesus.—7his Jesus whom ye crucified 
(v. 36). Dr. Alexander Whyte tells the story of a 
man who dreamed that he saw Jesus tied to a whip- 
ping-post and a soldier was scourging him. He saw 
the whip in the soldier’s hand, with its thick lashes 
studded here and there with bits of lead, which were 
intended to cut into the flesh. As the soldier brought 
the whip down on the bare shoulders of Jesus, the 
dreamer shuddered as he saw the marks and. blood- 
stains it left behind. When the soldier raised his 
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hand to strike again, the dreamer rushed forward, 
intending to stop him. As he did so, the soldier 
turned around and the dreamer recognized—himself, 
We often think how cruel those men must have been 
who scourged and crucified Jesus. But whenever we 
do wrong, we, too, cause the heart of Jesus to bleed 
with sorrow and pain.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. (1) 


Fruits.— 70 you.... and to your children v.39). In 
the Japan Weekly Mailis the story of a Korean widow 
with four children, and they girls,—no very desirable 
asset in Asia,—who supported herself washing and 
ironing in a mud hut. e mother became a Chris- 
tian. ‘Twenty years later she retired from her hum- 
ble laundry business and was supported in her old 
age by her four girls, now women, What are they? 
The oldest is a Ehristian mother with four children. 
The second, a woman of exceptional gifts, is the head 
of the best middle school in Seoul, and a person of 
greatcharm. The third daughter has a large medical 

ractice. ‘* How she got across the wide ocean, learned 

nglish, reached pan oe and graduated from a 
school of surgery and medicine, I do not know,” says 
the reporter, ‘‘ but this she did; and as number three 
in the train of a submerged family has brought heal- 
ing and joy to manythousands.” ‘The fourth is head 
of a training school for nurses,—accomplished, a good 
English scholar, trained in music, and at the begin- 
ning of a career of great promise. What but Chris- 
tianity can produce such results?—From Record of 
Christian Work, Sent by Burton H. Winslow, 
Saco, Me. 

Not a Word ?— With many other words he testified 
(v. 40). A beautiful poem by Miss Havergal sets 
forth the strong motives that should lead the Chris- 
tian to testify for Christ: 


Have you not a word for Jesus? Will the world His praise 
proclaim ? 

Who shall speak if ye are silent? ye who know and love 
His name. 

You, whom He hath called and chosen His own witnesses 
to be, 

Will you tell your gracious Master, ‘* Lord, we cannot speak 
for Thee !”’ 

*¢Cannot!’’ though He suffered for you, died because He 
loved you so ! 

**Cannot!’’ though He has forgiven, making scarlet white 
as snow! 

**Cannot!’’ though His grace abounding is your freely 
promised aid ! 

**Cannot!’’ though He stands beside-you, though He says, 
**Be not afraid!’’ 


Jesus, Master! yes, we love Thee, and, to prove our love, 


would lay 

Fruit of lips which Thou wilt open, at Thy blessed feet 
to- ° 

Many an effort may it cost us, many a heartbeat, many a 
fear, 


But Thou knowest, and wilt strengthen, and Thy help is 
always near, 

Give us grace to follow fully, vanquishing our faithless 
shame, 

Feebly it may be, but truly, witnessing for Thy dear Name. 


—Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (2) 


Which Mistake Is Worse ?— And with many other 
qerds he testified (v. 40). In one of ‘*Sophie the 

asherwoman’s” sermons she says: *‘Some people 
said they saw me talking to a wooden Indian outside 
a cigar store. ‘That might be so, I don’t know. My 
eyesight is poor. But that ain’t so bad as being a 
wooden Christian that never talks for Jésus at all. 
The devil has his peoples around talking, and ¢hey 
ain’t afraid to speak to peoples anywhere; why sheuld 
we be?"—Sent by Mary k. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn. (3) 


No Hard Feeling.— And al/ that believed... had 
all things common (v. 44). The following incident 
happened in a small Western town where the people 
are poor and where, though there are several churches, 
they frequently borrow each other’s equipment and 
work togetherinharmony. One evening a church bell 
was heard ringing vigorously: The family seated 
around the tea table looked up in surprise. ‘* What 
bell is that?” they asked in chorus. No one seemed 
to know until at last one exclaimed, ‘‘ Oh, I remember 
now! That is the Episcopal bell ringiny for the Bap- 
tist revival that begins at the Presbyterian church to- 
night.” There was no hard feeling there!—From 
The Youth's Companion. Sent by Mrs. A. S. Gay- 
lord, Terryville, Conn. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


Be third hour of the day (v.15). In the East 
the day popularly means the working day, from 
six A. M to six P. M. For converting Oriental 

to Western time, if the. hour mentioned be the sixth 

or ae add 6; if more than the sixth, you sub- 

tract 6, hus, the third hour is 3 + 6—ourg:A. M., 

and the eleventh hour would be 11—6=—5 P.M. in 


x 
il 


Beyrout, Syria, there is a town clock. with Oriental 
time on two sides of the clock-tower and Western 
time on the other two sides. (1) 

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shali be saved (vy. 21), The expression always means 
an appeal for help or deliverance. In the Arabian 
Nights, when the hero is in danger from man or fiend; 
he names the Name (God) and claims a power beyond 

is own. 

By the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay 
(v. 23). That is, Gentiles without the knowledge of 
the law of Moses, In the East there is still keen 
recrimination between Jews and Gentiles as to their 
share of responsibility for the crucifixion of Christ. 
In the Beyrout Asylum for the Insane two of the in- 
mates, a Jew and an Oriental Christian, oe 
blamed each other, and coming from words to blows 
had to be ay ate by the warders. At the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem there is a pave- 
ment at the entrance of such sanctity that rosaries 
and crosses laid upon it become entitled to a higher 
market value. Any Jew crossing this paved court is 
at once thrown down and beaten by the priests. 

Neither wilt thou give thy Holy One to see cor- 
ruption (v. 27). ‘The Koran (pronounced K6r-An) 
calls Jesus the blameless one, and maintains that a 
pranion form was substituted for the sacred person, 

ecause if evil men had prevailed God’s government 
of the world would have been discredited. 

This crooked generation (v. 40). The same thought 
is expressed in the beginning of the Koran, and called 
on that account the Faftchah, or Opening, and re- 
ceives daily repetition in all Moslem prayer recita- 
tions. ‘Lead me in the straight path, not in the 
path of those who go astray.” 

In the breaking of bread (v. 42). Not necessaril 
in the sacramental sense, but rather as the sacre 
bond of brotherhood and fellowship in Oriental hos- 
pitality. 

ALEXANDRIA, EoyPt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Wren Peter spoke of our Lord’s resurrection, he 
was talking about something whereof he per- 
sonally knew (John 20; 2-9 and Luke 24: 36- 

40). To-day we are as sure of the fact as Peter was. 
Time has made it difficult to be sure of the exact 
place where Jesus rose from the dead; but that is, 
after all, a matier of minor importatee. If we go 
back to the inn roof where we: stood January 2, we 


see only a short distance away the great dome. of 


what is known as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
(See map.) A great many people believe that greund 
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used, in the disciples’ time, to be a low hill (Golgotha) 
outside the city walls. The tradition grew out of a 
dream or vision that came to a Christian queen six- 
teen centuries ago. But more and more modern 
authorities on Bible study believe the tomb was 
where our map shows the ‘‘ New” Calvary, outside 
Jerusalem’s present north wall. If*‘we stand at the 
point 3, at the foot of a steep, rocky hill, we find the 
natural cliff has a cave hollowed out of its breast. 
The opening has been shaped like a door. Trees 
and shrubs cover ground ahead and at our right, 
making a sort of garden (John 19: 41) before the 
door. And if we were to go in through that door- 
way, we should find ourselves in an ancient tomb, 
large enough for a rich family’s burial-place, yet 
apparently used only once (Luke 23: 53). It answers 
every detail of the Gospels’ descriptions, It may 
indeed have been here that the whole course of 
human history was turned into new channels. 

The new stereograph is entitled ‘* Rock-hewn 
‘Tomb in a hill outside Jerusalem—probable tomb of 
Jesus.” 

The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to ‘the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help toward making 
the lesson-places real. Forty-four places are being visited 
during 1915. ‘The forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and if all 
are ordored .at one time a eloth-honund., cold-letiered case is 
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given free. Twelve places will be described 
with the lessons of this first quarter ; the stereo- 
graphs cost $2.00. ‘lhe five for January alone 
cost 84 cents.. Stereoscopes, go cents éach, 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be 
supplied. Plain -slides, 50 cents each; sepia 
tinted; 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more prices are: plain slides, 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored 
1. Postage or express is prepaid on all orders 
for stereographs or stereoscopes, Address The 
Sunday School ‘limes Co., 1031 Walnut Sx., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


make us bold and courageous for thee. If we 
have ever denied thee shamefully before men, 
may we acknowledge thee now at every oppor- 
tunity, and leave no doubt concerning our alle- 
giance to thee. Help us to speak for thee 
wherever we are with power and earnestness, 
and may we expect great things of thee as we 
commit ourselves to thee for any service to 
which thou mayest call us. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson,—It was a cold night, 
and a fire seemed good to those who could 
et near it. In a little group around a fire 
a palace court-yard a man stood warming 
himself. His best friend was inside the pal- 
ace under arrest, and on his way to a death 
that was intended to be as disgraceful as 
possible. The man beside the fire was a 
stranger to the others there, but some of them 
rather thought they recognized him, and 
asked whether he had not been with the 
man who was under arrest. Instantly he 
denied that he even knew him. 

‘That disloyal man went through deep 
waters in the next few weeks. In our lesson 
to-day we see him a changed man, thor- 
oughly bold and perfectly confident in a new 
strength which was not his, and speaking 
with such power that he was simply irresisti- 
ble. 

Between that man’s denial of his friend 
and this bold declaration concerning his 
friend, Calvary and the resurrection had 
come, and the ascension, too, and then the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. 

AW these great events were for you and 
me just as much as for that man Peter. Are 
any of us here to-day still over there by the 
fire selfishly warming ourselves in cowardly 
fasion, denying that we care anything about 
him, this Lord of ours who died for us ? Oh, 
shame upon us for our black ingratitude ! 





Oh, thanks be unto his name that through 
him we may yet have the victory so that we | 
may stand out boldly as his friend against | 
every attack that could possibly be made 
against us! Having received the Holy 
Spirit, Peter was a different man, Do you 
and I want to be different from the half- | 
hearted, ungrateful folk that we have been | 
DENYING 


in the past? 
DECLARING [ H R | S| 
WHIGH? 


That’s a searching question for each one 
ofus. May there be only one answer ! 


PHILADELPHIA. 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* All hail the power of Jesus’ name."’ 
**Depth of mercy !| Can there be?" 

“LT am coming home."’ 

** Jesus is tenderly calling thee home.” 
** Just as I am, without one plea. 

** My hope is built on nothing less.” 

“ Sinners, turn ; why will ye die?" 

** Though your sins be as scarlet."’ 

(Refi 





id parenth are to the metrical 
Psalm book "‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 143 : I-12 (308 : 1-3). 

Psalm 197 : 6-15 (28 : 1-3). 
Psalm 16 : 1-11 (26 : 1-4). 
Psalm 28 : 1-9 (60 : 1-5), 

Psalm 110 : 1-7 (225 : 1-3). 


& 


** How to Speak Without Notes" és a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most-experienced public 
speakers. of our time, . It,may be had for ae 
cents, postpaid, from The.:Sunday,: School 





Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street. Phila. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING FOR CHILDREN.— 
Children may have God’s Holy Spirit 
to help them (v. 39). 

Introduction.—When the motorman turns 
the wheel to let the power on, what happens 
to his street-car? When he shuts off the 
power, the car must stop. When a child 
turns the electric-light button, can we see 
the power that runs along the wires? When 
we see sparks or flashes of light we know 
the power is there. 

Review.—Why and where did the friends 
of Jesus wait for the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit? How and when did this power 
come? What did they begin to do right 
away? Recall briefly. 

Notes, —As the lesson material is mostly 
an abstract sermon, some related story ma- 
terial must be introduced to make an appeal 
to children, 

Peter’s sermon is condensed into a few 
simple sentences, which contain the funda- 
mental truths of this and other sermons of 
Peter and Paul. Ifa group of pictures could 
be arranged on the wall, with one to illus- 
trate each statement, the children would 
understand better and could soon repeat the 
outline. No strenuous effort should be made 
for them to memorize it, but frequent repeti- 
tion will impress their minds permanently. 
‘The figures at the end of a line indicate the 
verses in which that truth is stated or im- 
plied. 

Because there is so little in this year’s 
lessons about children, sentence two is in- 
serted. He was once a little child, although 
this statement does not appear so frequently 
as the others. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Such a crowd 
gathered that Peter stood to speak, while 
other helpers of Jesus gathered near. Peter 
had been a fisherman with his brother 
Andrew, They owned fishing boats and 
had two partners who were brothers, named 
James and John. We can learn their names 
quickly : 

** Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum." 


One time when they had been fishing and 
mending nets, Jesus walked along the shore 
of the lake and said, If you come with me and 
follow me, I will teach you how to be fishers 
of men—how to bring people tome. They 
followed Jesus, and learned many wonderful 
things. 


When Jesus left them they waited for the | 


helper he had promised, who was God’s 
Holy Spirit. When He came, He made 
them go to work to catch many people to be 
followers of Jesus. 

When Peter stood, everybody listened. 
He said, To-day it has come to pass that God 
has poured out his Holy Spirit to be our 
helper, ... Ye men of Israel, hear these 
words. Then Peter began to tell the story 
of Jesus. He used some long sentences, 
which meant just the same story that we 
are learning together : 


Jesus lived on this earth (v. 22); 

He was once a little child ; 

He went about doing good (22); 

He was crucified and buried (23, 36); 
He rose from the dead (24, 30, 32); 

He went back to heaven (25, 30, 33, 34); 
He sent his Holy Spirit (17, 18, 33); 
‘The Holy Spirit is our Helper (33): 

We are Jesus’ Wituesses (18, 32). 

When the crowd heard Peter’s story, they 
asked, What shall we do? They were happy 
when Peter said, The same promise which 
was made to us is foryou. Repent, be sorry 
for your sins, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
and you too shall receive the gift of God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

Best of all, Peter spoke about the children, 
saying, The promise (of God’s Holy Spirit) 
is unto you and to your children and to all 
that are afar off. Repeat from last week’s 
outline : 


“ There is a Holy Dove that-sings 
To every listening child,’ etc. 


The “e whe listened wanted the gift 
of God’s Holy Spirit right away. - They 
gladly received -Peter’s. words; they were 
sorry for their sins and were baptized. .On 
that very day three thousand were added to 





the friends and followers of Jesus. They 
met with them to pray and to learn more 
about Jesus. 

They were so happy that they praised God. 
Others were added to them day by day, for 
Peter told them, Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. Sing: 


** Holy ! holy ! holy is the Lord! 
Holy is bis dear name ! holy is his Word !"" 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


After the Story.—The promise had come 
true, that Peter should become a fisher of 
men, When Peter was a boy he surely loved 
to throw a stone into the water and watch 
the circles it made spreading as far as he 
could see. 

Jesus had promised that the story of his 
life and love should spread farther and far- 
ther into all the earth. It had begun to 
spread. 

To illustrate, make a letter J at the center 
of the blackboard or a sheet of paper. 
Around the letter make a small circle for his 
twelve disciples; a larger circle will repre- 
sent the 120 waiting for the Holy Spirit; a 
larger circle will mean 3,000 who joined on 
the Day of Pentecost. Repeat Mark 16: 15. 


The older children may reproduce circles. 


for their hand-work, 
CHICAGO. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


SK the girls to tell of the greatest gath- 
A ering they have ever attended. Many 
people have said that the meeting in 
the Billy Sunday Philadelphia campaign 
which was attended by 15,000 Pennsylvania 
Railroad men was the greatest in their expe- 
rience. Compare that with this service in 
Jerusalem. hether this was held in a 
tent, tabernacle, church, or whether it was 
an open-air meeting, we are not told. How 
large was the choir? Perhaps they had none, 
but we are confident that they had singing. 

The preacher had no title. He was with- 
out university or seminary training, ‘The 
audience was amazed when they discovered 
who the preacher was, for but a few weeks 
before he had with oaths denied the Lord of 
whom he was now preaching. Something 
miraculous has occurred, Peter is a new 
man, ‘The old Peter has died. He knows 
that through the Holy Spirit Christ himself 
is living in him. 

People finding no explanation for this 
miracle in Peter and the others concluded 
they were drunk, Peter, representing the 
disciples, replied to this charge in one of 
the most remarkable sermons ever preached. 
He didn’t discuss such themes as ‘*‘ When 
the stars go out.’? He didn’t give his hear- 
ers his own ideas or the latest consensus of 
opinion on current events, social or political 
problems. He preached Jesus Christ and 
him crucified, the only salvation. (1) 

The congregation were Jews who had re- 
jected Christ, Peter had a definite purpose, 
—to.make these Jews see that Jesus was 
their'true Messiah. His theme was, ‘*‘ Jesus 
is Lord and Christ’’ (v. 36). Peter proved 
it in two ways: (1) from the Bible, quoting 
from Joel and David; (2) from their own 
experience, His authority was God, sup- 
ported by their own testimony, (2) 

Peter began by explaining that the Holy 
Spirit, now among them, was in Girect ful- 
filment of Joel’s prophecy (15-21). Then 
that Jesus of Nazareth had proved himself to 
be the Messiah by his works. He had per- 
formed mighty miracles and wrought mar- 
velous wonders as had no other. These 
they knewto be facts, for Christ had done 
these in their very midst before their own 
eyes. Although they had crucified Jesus, 
God showed his approval of him by defeating 
their plans and raising him from the dead 
(v. 24). 

Now the Jews believed the Old Testa- 
ment, so Peter quoted what David had said 
about Christ’s resurrection, proving that this 
Scripture could not refer to David. Why 
not? Furthermore, they had seen this 
prophecy literally fulfilled. They themselves 
were witnesses of Christ’s resurrection (v.32). 
Therefore, beyond all doubt, Jesus whom 
they had crucified was Christ (v. 36). (3) 

Peter wouldn’t have had much of a sermon 
that day if he had not known his Bible. He 
knew just what Scriptures proved his point, 
and he was able to quote them.. Girls, the 
greatest favor you can do yourselves is to 
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store away God’s Word in your memories, 
You'll need it some day (Psa. 119: 11). 

If many had preached that sermon they 
would have omitted ‘‘ whom ye have cruci- 
fied,’’ for fear of offending. Peter wasn’t 
politic. He frankly told them they were 
guilty of murdering God’s only Son. What 
was the effect upon the people ? (4) 

Have you ever suddenly realized that you 
have committed some terrible sin? Perhaps 
you never intended to. But it’s done. It’s 
too late now. Some of these Jews may have 
lived at Nazareth. Perhaps they had been 
schoolmates with Jesus, or may have worked 
beside him at the carpenter bench, or lived 
on his street and knew his mother, brothers 
and sisters. They had felt this man from 
Nazareth was an impostor to declare himself 
God’s Son, But now as Peter preached they 
saw that Christ was in truth the Son of God. 

Oh, the awfulness of it! They are guilty 
of the worst of sins, unbelief in Christ. Con- 
viction overwhelmed them. As one voice 
they cried out,‘* What shall we do?’’ Peter 
had good news for them, It wasn’t too late 
with God, ‘* Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.’’ A life- 
saver was once asked, ‘‘ How can you tell 
when one is in need when there are thou- 
sands of bathers in the water?’’ He re- 
plied, ‘*‘ No matter how great the noise and 
confusion, there has never been a time when 
I could not distinguish the cry of distress 
above it all.’’ . 


Peter told them God would hear their call, 


but they must (1) repent, change their mind 
about Jesus; (2) accepf him. as Saviour,— 
the one who could ‘‘remit’’ their sins ; 
(3) then confess before the world by the out- 
ward symbol of baptism the inward fact that 
Christ had been put on and sin had been 
put off, 

How did they respond? Can yon imagine 
what a meeting would be to-day were three 
thousand to turn to God at a single service ? 
So the first church was organized at Jerusa- 
lem with more than three thousand members, 
(v. 47). 

The step these people ‘had taken was not 
an easy one. ‘They would have to endure 
hatred, derision, and persecution from theit 
families, friends, and authorities, But they 
received the word gladly. ‘They counted it 
a privilege to be Christians, 

What example do these early ‘Christians 
set for young Christians ? After uniting with 
the church (v. 41), ‘‘they continued sted- 
fastly in the doctrine,’ the Bible (they then 
had but the Old Testament) ‘‘and in 
prayers.’’ They did not study the Bible 
merely at Sunday-school each Sunday, but 
daily (v. 46); they talked with God in 
prayer, and gave God the chance to talk to 
them through his Word. What would occur 
if a wee babe born into this world were 
given no food? Starvation is as certain for 
the new-born spiritual child unless it feeds 
upon the Bread and Water of Life. (§) 

Then, too, they observed communion. 
Christ bade all Christians, ‘* This do in re- 
membrance of me, . . For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim 
tlie Lord’s death till he come’’ (1 Cou. 11: 
23-26). 

Again they were generous with their 
money (v. 45). ‘hey were so big-hearted 
that they even sold their property in order 
to share with those who were in need. (6) 

They were happy Christians. Not grum- 
blers over their circumstances or misfortunes 
in life. In their work and in their play they 
praised God (46, 47). 

How did this church prosper? That 
church whose pastor preaches ‘* Jesus, the 
Redeemer of men,’’ and whose members 
joyously let Christ live forth in their lives, is 
certain to attract people to their Saviour, 


For Next Week’s Lesson 

Who wrote Romans? When and where 
was it written ? 

What is the difference between a common 
heir and a joint-heir ? 

What does the Christian inherit as an heir 
of God, joint-heir with Christ ? 

In what way do those who love God fare 
better than those who are indifferent to God ? 

Does ‘*for good’? mean 
ness’’? 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 


% 


Margaret Slattery’s ‘* The Girl in Hes 
Teens" is just the book to helpyou with your 
class of girls. It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Cow at 50 cents, postpaid, 


**for happi- 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 16 (Acts 2: 14-47) 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


«s OW many of you,’”’ asked teacher, 
ow like to have heard Peter 
preach his sermon on the Day of 

Pentecost, after the descent of the Holy 

Spirit? ”? 

Of course we all held up our hands. 

*« Yet it is not really so much better than 
the sermons our own pastor every 
Sunday and some of you y ever —— 
hear him,’? he went on. Then he ed 
about how preaching is one of the main — 
God has for reaching the church and 


_ world, and that every Christian ought to 


attend every chance he has, 

Teacher called for some one to give the 
lesson story, So] got up and told how, after 
the apostles got done preaching in all those 
Janguages, Peter preached to the whole 
crowd, He told them what was what, too, 
how they had crucified God’s Son and they’d 
better repent, It sure was a good sermon 
and three thousand of them hit the trail that 
day. 

Then came the answers we had written to 
our home questions. Bert had the first one, 
how the Jerusalem —_ heard the disciples 
preaching away in all those foreign languages 
and thought they were drunk. 

Bulldog Jones told how Peter said that 
couldn’t be, because it was only nine o’clock 
in the morning. Bulldog said he supposed 
they had the lid on in Jerusalem and didn’t 
allow the saloons to open till nine o’clock. 
But teacher explained that the Jews did not 
eat or drink anything until after nine o’clock 
because that was the hour of prayer. 

Carl read us the prophecy of Joel about the 
Holy Spirit being poured out on all flesh in 
the last days, that Peter said was being ful- 
filled that day, 

Mr. Mason believes the emphasis ought to 


be put on the word e@//, because there had | 


always been special ones filled with the Spirit 
before this, but now the Holy Spirit came to 
live in every one who would let him in. 
Then he explained how the ‘last days’’ 
means this age of the Holy Spirit, —he called 
the, .ages dispensations, or something: like 
that-and: says we are in ‘*‘the last days’’ 
new. 

Peter’s main points, according to Fred’s 
answer, were Jesus’ miracles, crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension, and teacher says 
that’s where we must put our faith. It is 
only the crucified and risen Lord who can 
save us. Then he showed us again that view 
of the tomb where Jesus rose. 3 

Bumps made out that every one who really 
accepts Christ will receive the Holy Spirit, 
according to verse 38, but teacher said some 
Christians give the Holy Spirit very little 
chance in their lives, and that the only way 
he can really give us power and victory is for 
us to let him have his say-so in everything, 
as a good soldier does his captain. 

Fatty was absent again, I expect his 
father got off from the depot and took him over 
to Indianapolis. We all had to hunt up his 
answer for him in verse 39, and we decided 
the promise was just as much to us as to the 
Jews of Peter’s day. We can all have him. 

But Mr, Mason thinks there is a big dif- 
ference between having the Spirit and being 
filled with the Spirit. He illustrated it by 
telling how old man Rouse ordered six tons 
of coal, but when the wagons got there the 
cellar was so full of rubbish they couldn’t get 
but two tons in. The cellar had coal in it, 
but it wasn’t full of coal, Yet there the coal 
was, all ready to fill it whenever the rubbish 
should be cast out. He says whenever we 
quit hanging on to a lot of worldly rubbish 
in our hearts then the Holy Spirit will clean 
it out for us and fill us with his own presence 
and power. (3) 

I told -how the three thousand showed 
their faith: by being baptized, by going to 
church regularly, and by taking the Lord’s 
Supper. 

Mr. Mason said there were. other ways, 
too, especially by a loving, brotherly spirit, 
till even the unbelievers exclaimed, ‘‘ See 
how these Christians love another’’; and he 
thinks we ought to show the same spirit to- 
day. But he says the only way to act loving 
is to de loving, and the only way to be truly 
loving is to be filled with God’s Spirit, for 
** God is love.’’ 

Then he talked to us again about always 
Staying to preaching after Sunday-school, 
how much we could learn that way, how the 





1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 11 im 
this issue. 
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little fellows are always watching us and tak- 
ing us for an example, how it is one way of 
witnessing for Christ and of pleasing him ; 
and he says that through the sermon the 
Holy Spirit speaks to us, 

Of course Fred Keller, the minister’s boy, 
has to go. I do, too. My father makes me. 
So that suited us all right. 
stay last Sunday and to sit with our family, 
and teacher took Bulldog in with him. So 
I guess they’re going to do better. 

forgot to say that Mr, Mason prayed at 
the close of the lesson that God would call 
some of us to be preachers, as Peter was. 
I hope it won’t be me. I’m going to be a 
railroad man. 

Teacher said the next lesson is about what 
the Holy Spirit does for the Christian. In- 
stead of questions he gave each of us sqme- 
thing to find in the lesson, just as if it was a 

uzzle picture. Bumps is to find two ways of 
fiving, in verses I2and 13. Mine is a blessed 
relationship (vs. 14-16). The others are: 
how to know whether we are Christians (v. 
16), a right to heaven (v. 17), the best kind 
of prayers (vs. 26, 27), a perfect pattern (v. 
29), a glorious plan (vs. 29, 30). 
An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Beginning. 
How many would like to have heard Peter's 
sermon ? 
You can hear just as true gospel sermons 
to-day. 
Lesson Taught. 
The story told. 
Home answers read. 


How did unbelievers explain the apostles’ 
actions ? 


How did Peter prove they were not drunk ? 


What prophecy did Peter say was being 
fulfilled ? 


What is meant by last days? 


What events in Jesus’ life did Peter espe- 
cially mention? Show picture. 


How did Peter say they could receive the 
Holy Spirit? 

To whom was the Holy Spirit promised ? 

Explain difference between having the 
Spirit and being filled with the Spirit. 

Illustrate by coal,cellar full of rubbish. 

How.did the converts show their new faith ? 

Application. ; 

Explain the importance of gospel preaching 

to the boys and urge them to attend. 


Close with prayer that God may call some 
preacher out of your class. 


TERRE Haute, IND. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











UR readers*can help to increase the 
usefulness of this column if they will 
act upon the suggestion sent out a few 

weeks ago and send to me suggestions for 
the conducting of family worship. We are 
part of a great host who daily come before 
the Lord and any ‘* plan”? or ** form”? which 
one has found beneficial might prove equally 
helpful to others when passed on, Perhaps 
you would let me know what is the most suit- 
able hour of the day, or how long you find is 
the time necessary to a reverent acknowledg- 
ment of the Lord. What proportion of the 
family circle is able to gather with you? Do 
you sing, read and pray, or do you read and 
pray only? Do you encourage the younger 
members of the family to take part, and if so 
what is their share in theservice? 1 mention 
these items to indicate what is the nature of 
the suggestions I wish you to pass on to your 
fellow-Christians through the Family Worship 
Column. 


january 10-16 


Mon. —Acts 2: 14-24. Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost. 

This part of Peter’s sermon is largely a 
quotation from the Old Testament Scriptures 
and indicates the familiarity with which the 
apostles handled the prophetic writings. The 
Spirit is presented under the emblem of water, 
**] will pour out,’’ implying cleansing, re- 
freshing, fructifying and satisfying. ‘‘Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray. that all be- 
lievers may know more of the Spirit's ful- 
ness for service. There ought to be a far 
larger return for all the expenditure of 
labor put forth by the churches of the land. 
Yet what are the facts? Death, indiffer- 


I got Bumps to: 


ence, and stagnation are everywhere preva- | 


¢ was 


lent. The Spirit guickeneth, and 
never more needed than now, 


Tues.—Acts 2: 25-36. Jesus Supreme. 


Peter here proclaims the supreme dignity | 


and Messiahship of our Lord and the apostle 
summons ‘‘all the house of Israel,’’ priests, 
rulers, and all the people, to acknowledge 
him, What place does he occupy in our 
lives? Is he Lord and Master of all? Has 
he the pre-eminent place? If not he will 
have none at all. 


Prayer SuccesTions: How few make 
Christ King over their lives, Pray that 
Christ may dwell supreme in the hearts of 
the members of our home circles. It is sad- 
detting in the extreme to find in these days 
so many professing Christians with divided 
hearts, and who permit perfectly legitimate 
things to gain the ascendancy. 

Wed.—Acts 2 : 37-47. 
The Results of Peter’s Sermon. 

Such preaching generally results in deep 
searchings of heart. ‘The word had pierced 
deep and conviction preceded alarm, ‘* What 
shall we do?’’ ‘Repent,’’ said Peter, oy 
which he meant more than ‘‘be sorry for 
your sin’’; the word carries with it the turn- 
ing away from past love and former evil 
practises. They did it, Aave we? 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the great 
evangelistic missions now in progress through- 
out the countiy, That the work of grace 
may be abiding, and that the thousands who 
profess Christ may truly possess him, Pray 
that inguirers. may be delivered from a spu- 
rious repentance which is worse than none, 


Thurs.—Acts 5: 29-40. A Searching Discourse. 

‘*They were cut to the heart.’”’ When 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, is wielded in the power of the Spirit it 
goes to the very quick. It is intended to 
make us uncomfortable just so long as we 
cling toour sin. If we are smarting under 
its power to-day let us remember the same 
word has a healing virtue. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: How. seldom we 
think of those who are laboring for Christ 
in the Arctic regions. Pray for mission 
work carried on among the Hyperboreans of 
Europe, and also that among the Alaskans 
and the Greerlanders, together with the Es- 
kimo populations of Labrador and the region 
about Hudson Bay and the Strait. 


Fri.—Acts 11: 1-18. Guided by the Spirit. 

It is a good thing to be able to say in all 
circumstances of life, ‘‘ The Spirit bade me.’? 
What grievous blunders we have made in life 
because we have persisted in taking our own 
way. Let us for this day put ourselves under 
the control of the Holy Spirit to be led as he 
wills, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a// insti- 
tutions whose ministry is to alleviate the 
suffering and pain of humanity. Pray for 
our infirmaries, hospitals, physicians, nurses, 
and for all who care for the sick, infirm, 
and the aged. Let us seek for those about 
to die the blessing of divine grace to light up 
the valley. 


Sat.—1 Pet. 1: 3-16. Salvation Prophesicd. 

All the ancient ritual—its sacrifices, priest- 
hood, and institutions, looked forward to the 
salvation which our Lord should accomplish 
at Calvary. Such a deep mystery was not 
only the burden of the old prophecies, but it 
becomes the object of angelic curiosity. 
What is it to us? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that a/l who 
join in family worship may know the joy of 
salvation. Pray jor the salvation of all 
relatives and friends, and that those who 
are now opposed to Christ may be won to 
him. Especially pray that the children of 
your acquaintance may be brought to the 
Saviour, 

Sun.—2 Pet. 1: 1-11. Precious Promises, 

The apostle Peter seems to have been very 
fond of the word ‘precious.’’ In his first 
Epistle he speaks of the trial of faith as 
‘* precious’ and of the ‘‘ precious ’’ blood of 
Christ. In the second letter he speaks of 
‘* precious’ faith, and ‘‘ precious ’’ promises. 
Promises of forgiveness, rest, satisfaction, and 
glory. Let us trust His promises. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for reality 
in worship this Lora’s Day; that our 
prayers may be indeed taught us by the Divine 
Spirit. Pray to be delivered jrom all false 
hopes and refuges, and withdrawn from all 

Jorbidden paths. Seek strength run in 
the way of His commandments. 
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Tue Sunpay SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
4038 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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‘*Single Subscribers” 





become **Club Organizers’’ 





N INCREASING number of our single sub- 
A scribers are becoming centers of influence by 
interesting many of their friends to become 
readers of the Times, and thus organizing new Sunday 
School Times clubs in churches and Sunday-schools, 
This benefits the friend by enabling him to save one- 
third of the single subscription rate, besides securing a 
choice of valuable books for the club organizer for his 
introductory club, in addition to the one free copy 
which is given for every ten subscriptions paid for in a 
club at the $1.00 rate. 


** The Club Former’’ 


HE club former is the largest human factor in 

the growth and success of The Sunday School 

Times. We are gratified to note that so many 

clubs are being renewed with additional members. 

This would indicate that a considerable number of new 

workers are coming into personal touch with the paper, 

and 7s real value as a Christmas or New Year gift 
for-all-the-year ts appreciated by our readers. 


A Word to the Single Subscriber 


F YOU would like to pass on to uthers sone of the 
I good you have received from The Sunday School 
Times, we will gladly mail some free specimen 
copies of the paper and our 1916 prospectus to any 
persons whose names you may suggest. 








You will doubtless be interested to see our list of books 
for Bible students which we give for introductory clubs 
of new subscribers. This is the best time of year to 
organize a Sunday School Times club, in order that the 
subscribers may receive the lesson helps for 1916. 


To the Club Organizer 


RE there new workers in your school who are not 

yet acquainted with The Sunday School Times ? 

A word from you at this time may result in 

adding some members to your present club and 

securing for you a choice of valuable books for these 
increases. 








May we express our hearty thanks to the Times readers 
everywhere for their responsiveness in extending the 
circle of the paper's influence during 1915? We trust 
that the year 1916 may see the paper extend an ever 
widening influence for good in the life of many Sunday- 
school workers. 


THE PUBLISHERS. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia 

















[ Books That Are Worth Knowing } 





Stories and Story -Telling 


This article reviews World Stories Re- 
told, by W. Sly (Philadelphia : 
Griffith & Rowland Press, $1 net); 
A Manual of Stories, by William Byron 
Foriysh (Philadelphia: George W. 
Jacobs & Co., $1.50 net); Fifty-two 
Story Talks to Boys and Girls, by the 
Rev. Howard J. Chidley (New York: 
George H. Doran Co, 75 cents net). 


tte revival of story-telling is one of the 
marks of the day. Children have 

always loved stories, and it only re- 
mained for grown people to acknowledge 
that they did too when, behold, the thing has 
spread over the country like magic. Indeed, 
the uses of skilful story-telling are almost 
endless. 

Among the scores of books that tell how 
to do it, here are two excellent new ones, 
Professor Sly’s ‘* World Stories Retold ’’ 
actually contains nearly two hundred stories 
in eleven groups, from fairy tales to heroes 
of peace, with an ‘‘ethical index ’’ as well 
as an aiphabetical one. These are intro- 
duced by a very clear and practical discus- 
sion of the value of stories, and of the kinds 
of stories for different times and places and 
for the successive periods of childhood. The 
author is a specialist in Sunday-school peda- 
gogy, and gives a large number of Bible 
stories. Excelling in vividness and sympa- 
thy, and full of knowledge, he falls some- 
times into the expert’s fault of too much 
fictitious detail. The story of Onesimus is 
well imagined, but in the account of the 
youth of Jesus startling liberties are taken. 

The ‘* Manual of Stories’’ by Forbush is 
wonderfully complete and well arranged. 
Not only what story to tell; and why, and 
how, is shown, but special subjects are 
added, like story-telling devices, picture 
story-telling, continued stories, and drama- 
tizing stories. The quotations from other 
writers are apt and stimulating. Part II 
describes at length the remarkable ** bottle- 
dolls ’? devised by Mrs. Lowe for ‘ playing 
the stories.’*” Her kingdom of dolls with the 
dear familiar characters, and the simple de- 
vices for converting the dining-room table 
into an enchanted land for endless bottle- 
people have been as earnestly worked out 
as thé Montessori methods. Not the least 
valuable part of the book is the appendix, 
with its classified bibliography and pro- 
grams, 

The story idea is taking hold of the preach- 
ers, and suggests a clue to the problem of 
children’s staying to church. ‘* Fifty-two 
Story Talks to Boys and Girls ’” (Chidley) is 
the result of one minister’s efforts for his 
junior congregation. His plan is to have all 
the children from seven to twelve remain for 
the first fifteen minutes of the morning wor- 
ship, including this tiny story-sermon. For 
it is quite frankly a sermonette, an incident 
with an application, taking two or three 
minutes. .Few are Bible stories, but the 
lesson taught is usually religious, not merely 
ethical. This is a step in the right direction. 
But children of ten or twelve may, as a rule, 
stay through the service; and if the story 
can be made to bear on the sermon proper, 
so much the better. 


“% 


The English Hymn: Its Development 
and Use in Worship (By Louis F. Benson). 
—Books on hymnology are generally bio- 
graphical or critical, or both. .Dr. Benson’s 





great work is historical. It is not occupied 
with the lives of the hymn-writers, nor with 
the estimates of individual hymns, but with 
the rise of the English hymn, its gradual | 
introduction into the worship of the churches | 
of England, Scotland, and America, and the | 
changes of its form and purpose from instruc- | 
tion in doctrine to religious emotion, and | 
finally to adoretion and praise from the Chris- 
tian congregation. 

The Protestant churches of England and 
Scotland began with psalm-singing, through 
the dominant influence of Calvin. Not until | 
near the close of the seventeenth century | 
did the use of hymns become considerable in | 
extent, The real beginning was made by : 
Isaac Watts in his ‘‘Hymns and Spiritual | 
Songs”? (1707) and his Christianized and 
modernized version of the Psalms (1719). | 


While Dr. Benson vividly realizes Watts’ 
limitations he is so impressed by-his achieve- 
ment that he gives him more space than any 
other hymn-writer, showing that his gener- 
ally wholesome influence lasted for much 
more than a century, - It was rivalled by the 
more poetical and fervid hymnody of the 
Methodist revival, first of the Wesleys and 
Cennick, and then of the Evangelical party 
Cowper, Newton, Toplady — within the 
Church of England. 

A third leading influence came with the 
Romanticist movement in literature, leadin 
to finer literary taste and less conventiona 
manner in Heber, Milman, Lyte, and Mont- 
gomery, Dr. Benson finds a fourth and now 
dominant force in the Oxford movement. In 
this last phase Dr. Benson finds the best de- 
velopment of the English hymn. It has risen 
above the homiletic notion of being a supple- 
ment to the sermon. It has ceased to be 
merely the utterance of private and individ- 
ual emotion. It has become the expression 
of praise and adoration by the Christian con- 
gregation in the worship of God. He be- 
lieves that the work is but partly done as 
yet, since hymnody of inferior types and 
literary defects still holds the ground in 
many quarters. 

The book is rich in facts of interest not to 
be found elsewhere. It ought to lift our 
hymnology to a higher level than that chaos 
of personal details which make up most 
books on the subject, and which owe their 
popularity to the interest which gathers 
around individual hymns rather than the 
whole subject. It furnishes, especially in its 
American chapters, valuable additions to 
church history. And its bibliography is 
wonderful in abundance and accuracy. Its 
**catholicity’’ is shown by its embracing 
almost every sect and party which has pub- 
lished a hymn-book, even the Mormons, It 
is careful in the use of terms, using ‘* hymn- 
ody’’ in connections where ‘*hymnology ” 
is sometimes misused. (New York : Geo. H. 
Doran Co., $3.50 net.) 


Object Lessons for the Cradle Roll 
(By Frances Weld Danielson).—All mothers 
want to answer baby questions; few know 
how. So in preparing this book of really 
fundamental lessons for the wondering baby 
under four years of age, Miss Danielson has 
done a sorely needed thing. Primary and 
Beginners teachers have realized that some 
previous teaching was necessary for them to 
build upon—something beneath even the 
simple graded truths of the Sunday-school ; 
and they have noted the difference between 
the little ones who had some idea of God 
and those who had none. They will wel- 
come this book for the home and make no 
little use of it themselves. The plan is 
logical and worked out upon the basic idea 
that ‘* Everything in a child’s surroundings 
should be interpreted religiously.”” The 
themes are : The Food We Eat, The Clothes 
We Wear, The Houses We Live in, Our 
Families, Our Helpers, Our Pets, The World 
Outdoors, Ourselves, and Our Duties; with 
special lessons for thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and Easter, suitable prayers for wee tots, 
excellent yet simple blackboard work to 
illustrate each talk, and eleven baby songs. 
The lessons are, of course, informal, conver- 
sational in tone; they may be given equally 
well to one child or a dozen, in a Sunday- 
school corner, a home or a church nursery. 
It is an unusually helpful, practical book 
covering an entirely new field. (Boston: 
Pilgrim Press, $1.) 


Battleground Adventures in the 
Civil War (By Clifton Johnson).—In 1913 
the author visited the scenes of many of the 
greatest battles of the Civil War, includ- 
ing Bull Run, Gettysburg, Shiloh, Cold 
Harbor, and Vicksburg, and in friendly, 
informal interview heard the story of the 
battle from those who, either as boys and girls 
or as other non-combatants, had been in the 
midst of the conflict. The story is given just 
as told, whether in the language of culture 
or illiteracy, and the trials and terrors of 
these people who were in the battle but not 
of it, the frightful waste of life and substance, 
the prevailing lawlessness, the sickening 
sights and smells,—-all are pictured with the 
truthfulness of an untouched negative. ‘The 
glimpses of home and social life are interest- 


(Continued on next page) 
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Wilde's Bible Pictures 


A sit ciety victors peteaal a bese 


coated paper, size 6 x 8 inches, enclosed 
cho, illustrating the Inter. 


Lessons. 
Three Reasons Why You Should Use Them 


Thr an tones eriieom 
- ear-gate to impress the 
with 

order the new set NOW 
set for 1916 


hy vine be purchased 


Send for catalog of our 800 subdects 
W. A. WILDE Co. 


120 Beylston Street - - Boston, Mass, 
Rand-MeNally Building, Chicago, Tl. 















»» . oHAW 
yaa FURNITURE CO. 


SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B. & E. L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 


Church Chairs, 
Pulpits, - 
ESF) tects, Tables, 


Y 50 SECOND STREET 
Catavoave on Request PAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

















Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars 
Racks. Tabi tong Fae EVERY THING. 








or Visiting the Sick 


Be erage rise 


feres* 
cme BELLS (=. 























ALWAYS 


ATLANTIC CITY PEN 
ON THE BEACH 


THE LEEOS COMPANY 





Log. 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 

ample garage ; fine stone roads. J,W. Hurley, Mgr. 
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, ing, while quaint opinions of one side about | 
| the other, and irresistible humor, surprise 
the reader in unexpected places. The 
almost unanimous opinion of the fifty or 
more narrators is best summed up in the 
words of one: ‘*J]t makes me mad when 
le talk in favorof war. I’ve got no use 

r it, and I’ve got no use for battle vessels 

or big guns. It would pay a heap better to 

t the money into missions,’’ (Boston: 

oughton, Mifflin Co, $2.) 

The Christ of Christianity (By James 
Madison Stifler, D.D.).—In a series of studies 
based on the writings of Luke, twenty-two on 
the Gospel and ten on the Acts, Dr. Stifler 
shows our Lord as Luke presented him in 
his two works, with no gap between the 
records, Each section gives passages for 
reading, with notes for study and questions 
for fuller discussion, The Apostle Paul ex- 

ressed as his chief desire, ‘‘ That I may 

now him,”’ and Dr, Stifler’s helpful sug- 
gestions will be a definite guide to this end, 
and will enable the ‘‘ average Christian ”’ to 
realize that ‘‘ the Christ of the Christian is 
far more than the Jesus of Judea.’’ Any- 
thing that helps us to know our Lord ‘* not 
only as he was, but as he is,’’ is to be wel- 
comed, and this book will take its place as 
one of the most useful helps for the purpose, 
(New York: Revell, $1 net ) 


Jerusalem to Rome (By C. F. Sitterly), 
—This is a work on the Acts of the Apostles, 
and consists of a new translation and com- 
mentary, with notes, maps, and reproduc- 
tions of illustrations from Christian art. It 
brings out most vividly the story of the first 
thirty years of Christianity as recorded in 
Acts. ‘The translation is at once faithful, 


| reverent, and fresh, and will be particularly 
| useful for comparison with Weymouth and 


| Moffatt. 


The commentary is good, and the 
notes are brief but clear. The reproductions 
of well-known illustrations from Christian 


| art are decidedly interesting, and the book 


can be thoroughly recommended for prac- 
tical study. It will do much to illuminate 


| those early years of the Christian religion, 
| (New York: Abingdon Press, $1.50 net.) 


| Hutchinson, A. M., 


Civilization and Health (By Woods 
M. D.).—The: author 
possesses the rare faculty of presenting med- 


| ical matters in an attractive and intelligible 


| industrial problems. 
| book is a plea for such a sane care of the 





way to the laity. He isa reliable interpreter 
of medicine to the public. In this volume 
he depicts the relationship of hygiene and 
sanitation to modern social economic and 
In its final analysis the 


body as shall enable each individual to attain 
his highest possible development and useful. 
ness, One need not accept all the writer’s 


views to appreciate this healthy, optimistic, - 


and valuable book. 


Mifflin Co., $1.50 net.) 
, Se 
Can You Answer These 
Questions? 


(Boston: Houghton 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


f, What man slew himself in order to slay 
his enemies, what man slew himself be- 
cause his pride was wounded, and what 
man slew himself in order to save him, 
self from capture ? 

When was bad water made fit to drink 
by a tree and when by salt? 

What queen was slain at the entrance 
of a king’s house and what queen was 
slain under the window of a. king’s 
house ? 

In what nation was there no blacksmith? 
Who found a lost book, who rent his 
clothes when he read it, and who fol- 
lowed its instructions? 


392. 


393- 


394- 
395- 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


386. Clothing (Exod. 22 : 26, 27). 

387. The cry of mourning for the death of 
the first-born in Egypt (Exod. 12: 30), 
and the voice of God from the darkness 
that overshadowed Mt. Sinai (Exod. 
20 : 18-21). 

388. An altar (Exod. 20 : 25, 26). 

389. The children of Israel when they left 
Egypt (Exod. 12 : 33, 34). 

390. Aaron, as a symbol of the passing of 


the priesthood to his son Eleazar (Num, 
20 : 23-28). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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ERE’S a booklet of 32 pages which See all about the traits of 
character and kinks of temperament indicated by handwriting. It 
is written by William Leslie French, the famous Graphologist, and it 
interprets fifty typical examples 
of penmanship. You will prob- 
ably find your style among them. 
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PEN COMPANY 
349 Broadway, New York i 
I enclose ten cents for samples of Spen- 
cerian Steel Pens and a copy of the book, 
‘“‘What Your Handwriting Reveals.’ 














Steel Pens for 10 cents. Send Name 
at once—a new edition (limited) eiedks tie. 
is just off the press. yi 
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Illuminating Books on the 


INTERNATIONAL 
1916 UNIFORM LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 
Lessons during 1916. (The following books will be most suggestive in 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, %.T.D. Do you know how 
each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died? President Thompson 
pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth, He devotes a chapter to 
each of the six pairs of Apostles, and’ a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. This little 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual in Bible study. 50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


By Str WILLIAM M. Ramsay. The greatest living master of the his- 
tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
his litetime studies into this work. The book is a simple, popular, 
but richly revealing series of word-pictures which. set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. S7.50, postpaid. 





A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. This popula little chart is printed on 
map paper, folding. within stiff cloth covers, size 6%x3% inches, 
suitable for carrying in the pocket. It contains five simple outline 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second. and third 
journeys, and ‘the voyage to. Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
in parallel columns. 20 cents, postpaid. 
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| HYMNS OF BLESSING 
LIVING © CHURCH 


' FO 


ES, another néw hymn-book, born of 
a-need not met by any book com- 
} piled mainly for evangelistic occa- 
sions. 
The soul-felt of the leaders of the 
Church and Sunday School 
is for a a within our churches and 
Sunday Sc 


The berry 
ships is the de 


Familias of our member- 
nite thing to work upon. 


Church up 


Praising God is the sure road to blessing 
—so said our old friends Moody, Bi-ho 
Simpson, Theodore L. Cuyler, J. Russell 
Miller, and their long-time associates say 
it now with hearty emphasis. 


js frat 
4am 


And uniting with them in commending 
this book is 





“ Elymans of Blessing» for the Living’ 4 
Church"’ contains the best of the old and 
the latest of the new suited to. the 
Church, the Home, the Sunday School, 
the Brotherhoods, Young People's Meet- 
ings, and Evangelistic Services. 

Full cloth, $25.00 per 100, not prepaid, 
Manilla, $15.00 per 100, not pre; 
Single copies, 35 cents, pos 
Returnable sample copy mailed upon 
request to Pastors, Sunday School 
Superintendents and Committees. 


By Robert E. Speer 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 








Sunday, January 16, 1916 
How to Work With Others (Isa. 41 : 1-7). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON. a offerings (Exod. 25 : 


Tuss.— uildin together (Neh. 4 : 1-18). 
Wep.—Effect of envy (Nun. 12: 3 -10). 
‘THURS. — Strong humility (Rom. 1g : 1-7). 
FRI.— Mutual respect (1 Pet. § . 1-7). 
Sat.— Use your gift (Rom, 12 : 1-8), 











What 
others ? 
a does C. E. train in co-operation? 
bot e | do we need training in self-efface- 


go°0d comes trom working with 


ment 


HE best way to work with others is to 
seek to do oneseif as much of the 
work as possible and to seek as little 

credit for it as possible. Those who shirk 
the work but seek the credit are always the 
difficult ones. But those whose joy is in the 
work and in the privileges of doing it, and 
who .are always ready for their share and 
more than their share, are easy and welcome 
fellow-workers. 
< 


Policy and calculation make co-operative 
work difficult. When people or organizations 
join together and then feel obliged to watch 
lest their separate interests should not de- 
rive sufficient advantage from the union, the 
union is imperfect and unhappy. When we 
work together let us do it heartily and ua- 
reservedly and put all our interests into the 
union. 


% 


Co-operation reduces the number of con- 
spicuous officials and leaders. . When people 
work separately each can have his own way. 
When they co-operate they have.te form a 
common and ariited” way. So with separate 
institutions or Qrganizations. So long as 
they stay apatt each has its own officers and 
purposes. Often people oppose co-operation 
because they do not want to give these up. 
Many a union which ought to be brought 
about is prevented because the heads of one 
of the organizations to be united are unwill- 
ing to be pushed into the background. Is 
it not strange that people can set their own 
interests above those of the Kingdom of God 
or think that the two cannot be separated 
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For the Sunday School send for Cata- 
lj logue (S). It is brimful of useful infor- 
mation. 


For the Elementary Departments send | 
for Catalogue (E), a reference book that 
no worker can afford to be without. 


For Church Choirs send. for Catalogue | 
(C), containing suqpenye material of 
our own and others’ publication. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Dept. S.S.T. 15th and Race Sts., Philad’a, Pa. 


Books. for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. The books 
are uniform in size and style ; some are bound with 
limp covers, some with stiff board: 

1. The City Sunday-S 
Its V Work tea Sc H0Ol ities. By Frank L. 
Brown, Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 

2. The Sunday- sBeboe! and the Pastor 
By John T. Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 

3. The Suaday- -School gud the Home 
By Frank Brown, Brooklyn, N. ¥ 
net, postpaid. 

4. The Primary Departm 
By Ethel J. Arc bald. 
cents, net, postpaid. 

5. The Home Department of To-Day 
ty Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents, net, post- 
paid. 

6. Sunday -Ceheot Records, Reports and 


Recognition 
By the late ~. A. Fox, 








25 cents, 


= illustrations. 50 


cents, net, postpaid 

7. The Beginners’ Department 
By Angelina W. Wrav. author of “ Jeanne 
Mitchell's School."’ 50 cents, net, postpaid 

8. Knowin and Tegcking the Sgheler 
By the F. Schauffler, ‘I ; Chrirman 
of the ARES, Committee 52 
cents, het, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
1031 Wainut Street. 


Lesson 


TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia, Pa 


General Secretary of | 
the Kentucky Sunday-school Association. §0 | 


and that their interests must be advanced or 
those of the Kingdom of God cannot? 
| < 
Pride accordingly is the great enemy and 
humility the great friend of co-operation. 
| And equally, co-operation is the great enemy 
of pride, the great friend of humility. It 
fosters in men's hearts the true Christian 
spirit of love and service and. breaks down 
the selfish and wilful and separating spirit. 
< 

A frequent and always effective source of 
quarrels among the disciples of our Lord 
was the dispute over precedence. As long 
as the question was one of obeying him and 
doing their duty and fulfilling their common 
tasks all was sweet and serene, but when 
they stopped working or worshiping and fell 
to arguing over their places in the Kingdom, 
then the unity broke up and down, “1 
want to be first’? makes co-operation, hard, 
** You be first’ makesvit easy. 

< 

As a matter of fact we can never amount 
to as much alone as we can in fellowship 
nor do as much alone as we can in co-oper- 
ation. The eye is a real eye only in the body. 
We are members one of another and we 
rob one another and ourselves and spoil the 
unity which we were created for when we 
go our separate ways and seek our own 
separate vanities and devices. 

& 

Perhaps there is a need in our country for 
an actual union of churches which can ac- 
complish more by joining together than by 
remaining separate: 

There are certainly more things in our 
community which we can do in co-operation 
with others which will never be done other- 
wise. Are we co-operating in these things 
now ? 


Recall, the fable of :the old father and the 





| running 


bundle of sticks which could be broken one 
one but not as a bundle. United re- 
tance is the only effective kind. 
Arialso united effort. A resistless river 
is nothing but a ‘he number of water drops 
own hill. 


New Vork City. 





| Children at Home 





Little Violet’s Wish 


By Frances A. Goodridge 


HE ‘Tallest Leaf in the violet bed 
quivered so suddenly that all the other 
leaves cried, ‘‘ What’s the matter, big 

brother? ’’ 

‘*Sh! Sh!’’ he whispered. ‘* Little Vio- 
let is sighing, and I can see a big tear hang- 
ing on her eyelashes.’’ 

‘* Whatever can the matter be?’’? The 
broad faces looked their concern. 

‘* When you all stop your fooli:h flutter- 
ing perhaps I can find out,’’ Tallest Leaf 
wiped the morning dew from his brow and 
assumed his sunniest smile be‘ore bending 
over to look into. little Violet’s blue eyes. 
A sudden whiff of her fragrant breath set his 
heart beating fast against his green waist- 
coat. Violet looked up so quickly that the 
tear dropped on Tallest Leaf’s outstretched 
hand and made it tremble. His voice was 
very soft and low when he said, * Lonely, 
little sister, with only us big fellows left in 
the patch?’’ He laid his hand gently on 
her shoulder as he spoke. 

‘Lonely! No indeed! How could I be 
when you are all so jolly?”’ 

** But we’re not like sisters.’’ 

‘*All the same you’ve been as good as 
any sisters that ever bloomed. Think how 
you’ve kept the hot sun from burning me at 
noontime, and how soft and shady you’ve 
made my bed, so that I’ve grown and grown 
til I’m’ mest up to your shoulders, Tallest 
Leaf.’ Her blue eyes were so big and moist 
Tallest Leaf almost lost his balance as he 
gazed into them. 

** No, it’s not that I’m lonely, big brother, 
but I had hoped—”’ 

‘¢ Hoped for what, little sister?’’ he in- 
terrupted eagerly. ‘Do tell me about it, 
please.’’ 

Violet drooped her graceful head. ‘I 
really ought to be ashamed even to wish for 
anything more when you are all so good to 
me!’’ 

‘*Oh, nonsense! ‘That’s the way to make 
things happen. Wish ard enough and 
your wish will come true. So tell us, little 
sister, what it is you are wishing for, and 
we’ll wish with you.”’ 

Violet tried to smile, but her voice quivered 
as she sighed, ‘‘ It won’t do any good this 
time, for it’s such a dz¢ wish.’’ 

**So much the more reason to have us 
help!’?’ chorused the leaves, who had been 
listening. They jostled each other in their 
effort to get near their little sister. 

e * Violet could feel their interest, and de- 
cided to tell them the onetgreat wish of her 
life. 

** When I was a wee baby,’’ she began 
timidly, ‘* just peeping out of the ground, I 
heard some lady-violets talking about sick 
people and hospitals and a great many things 
that I did not at all understand. But one 
thing I never have forgotten. I quite made 
up my mind that when I got big I would 
surely go into somebody’s sick-room to 
make that somebody smile, and here I’ve 
come so late that no one will ever think of 
looking for me. No, all the wishing in the 
world can’t help me now.’’ Again. she 
sighed deeply. 

Tallest Leaf knew the time had come for 
quick action. He hurriedly called to all 
the leaves in the bed! ‘* Attention, leaves ! 
To-night when the dew falls I want every 
one of you to join me in wishing Aard that 
our beautiful little sister may have her wish 
come true to-morrow.”’ 

A gay chorus shouted, 
We'll do it !”’ 


> 


** We'll do it! 





* Think twice before you promise,”’ he { 
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cautioned in a low whisper, turning aside so 
that little Violet might not hear, ** It means 
that there will be no sleep for any of us to- 
night.’’ 

A faint shudder passed over the patch, 
and one little fellow yawned at the thought. 
For a moment it was very quiet, Then fol- 
lowed a great outburst of ‘* We'll do it! 
Yes, we’ll do it!’’ until the entire patch 
echoed with hearty words. 

New hope was born in little Violet’s 
heart. She beamed her gratitude. That 
evening she was fast asleep even before the 
sun had time to put on his red nightcap. 

It was then that Tallest Leaf called: 
* Attention! Fall to, every one of you, 


and clear the rat Around our little sister, 


so that Slie'may be seen by the first passer- 
by in the mobaliie? And mind you do it 
quietly !’? he added sternly, though his 
heart was very tender at that moment,.for 
he was thinking how desolate things would 
be when iittle sister was gone. 

They all worked the long night through, 
and not amurmur did Tallest-Leaf hear from 
any one. 

Next morning when the sun peeped over 
the hill and blinked his eye at the patch, 
they were startled by Betty’s voice excitedly 
calling, ‘*Oh, aunty, come quickly! Here’s 
the loveliest violet you ever saw! Won’t 
mother be happy? She loves one violet 
more than other folks do a whole bunch, 
Pethaps it will Lring a smile te her face.’’ 

Aunty quickly joined the little girl. 
‘* Yes, itis a beauty,’? she agreed. ‘** See 
how it stands out by itself. That’s why you 
found it. Let’s take this leaf to lay it on.’’ 
She reached down and tenderly lifted little 
Violet from her bed and placed her on the 
big leaf. 

Violet yawned sleepily, but when she felt 
the strong arms around her she opened wide 
her eyes and cried, ‘*Oh! It’s you, Tallest 
Leaf. How nice! Where are we go- 
ing?”? 

Before he could reply Betty was darting 
toward the house. 

**Go quietly, dear,’? aunty cautioned. 
** You know that mother is very ill, 

Betty stepped softly. Finding her mother 
asleep she gently placed the violet in the 
white hand that lay on the coverlet, and tip- 
toed out of the room, She begged aunty to 
let her watch through the h Mropen door 
until mother awoke, apie. **Her smile 
will be lovely to see when she finds the 
violet !”’ 

Disturbed by a sudden noise, her mothex’s 
eyes opened and she saw the little flower. 
The beautitul smile that lighted her face sent 
a glow: to Betty’s heart. 

Tallest Leaf felt a flutter against his breast. 
Little. Violet was breathing deeply aad 
whispering, ‘*Oh, it’s come true! Yes, the 
big wish has come true !”’ 
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